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The discipline of communication has grown in popularity from the time professors of journalism and speech
decided, in the mid-1960s, that the term "communication" was an excellent general descriptor for the theory
and research that each group aspired to create.  Over time, the two groups grew closer and recognized
significant overlap in their theoretical and research interests, but there were also differences in their
traditions that kept them apart.  While both groups agreed that communication is a practical discipline,
journalism professors focused a great deal of their attention on the education of media professionals.  Speech
professors, on the other hand, often were more oriented to the liberal arts and valued the fact that
communication could be approached from a variety of traditions, including the arts, humanities, social
sciences, and even the sciences.

A key term in 21st Century communication, however, is convergence.  Not only are media and technology
converging with each other to produce new means of communicating, but individuals are increasingly using
both new and existing communication tools to create new forms of communication.  This convergence forces
the various "camps" within the communication discipline to draw upon each other's theories and research
methods to keep up with explaining the rapidly changing communication environment.  This convergence of
ideas and theories provides a space to challenge conventional ways of thinking about the communication
discipline, and that's the goal of the SAGE 21st Century Reference Series volumes on Communication. 
General Editor William F. Eadie has sought to honor the diversity of the study of communication but also
integrate that diversity into a coherent form, dividing communication study into four basic properties: 1)
processes, 2) forms and types of communication, 3) characteristics to consider in creating messages, and 4)
relationships between communicators.

Via 100 chapters, this 2-volume set (available in both print and electronic formats) highlights the most
important topics, issues, questions, and debates any student obtaining a degree in the field of communication
ought to have mastered for effectiveness in the 21st Century.  The purpose is to provide undergraduate
majors with an authoritative reference source that will serve their research needs going forward in this
exciting field with more detailed information than encyclopedia entries but not as much jargon, detail or
density as a journal article or a research handbook chapter.

Comprehensive coverage captures all the major themes and subfields within communication.  For●

instance, Volume 1 themes include the discipline of communication, approaches to the study of
communication, key processes of communication, forms and types of communication, key characteristics
of messages, key communication relationships, factors affecting communication, and challenges and
opportunities for communication.  Themes in Volume 2 are media as communication, communication as a
profession, journalism, public relations, advertising, and media management.
Authoritative content is provided by a stellar casts of authors who bring diverse approaches, diverse●

styles, and different points of view.
Curricular-driven emphasis provides students with initial footholds on topics of interest in researching●

for term papers, in preparing for GREs, in consulting to determine directions to take in pursuing a senior
thesis, graduate degree, career, etc.
Uniform chapter structures make it easy for students to locate key information, with a more-or-less●

common chapter format of Introduction, Theory, Methods, Applications, Comparisons, Future Directions,
Summary, Bibliography & Suggestions for Further Reading, and Cross References.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Rooks:

Within other case, little people like to read book 21st Century Communication: A Reference Handbook. You
can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new
book 21st Century Communication: A Reference Handbook. You can add understanding and of course you
can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called
e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Linda Mays:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve 21st Century Communication: A
Reference Handbook will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is
not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book
with you?

Lorenzo McAvoy:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled 21st Century Communication: A Reference Handbook the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get ahead of. The 21st Century Communication: A Reference Handbook giving you another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in
this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

David Murray:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book 21st Century Communication: A Reference Handbook we can consider more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book
21st Century Communication: A Reference Handbook. You can more inviting than now.
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