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This is an authoritative presentation and discussion of the most basic thematic elements universally found in
folklore and literature. The reference provides a detailed analysis of the most common archetypes or motifs
found in the folklore of selected communities around the world. Each entry is written by a noted authority in
the field, and includes accompanying reference citations. Entries are keyed to the Motif-Index of Folk
Literature by Stith Thompson and grouped according to that Index's scheme. The reference also includes an
introductory essay on the concepts of archetypes and motifs and the scholarship associated with them. This is
the only book in English on motifs and themes that is completely folklore oriented, deals with motif
numbers, and is tied to the Thompson Motif-Index. It includes in-depth examination of such motifs as:
Bewitching; Chance and Fate; Choice of Roads; Death or Departure of the Gods; the Double; Ghosts and
Other Revenants; the Hero Cycle; Journey to the Otherworld; Magic Invulnerability; Soothsayer;
Transformation; Tricksters.
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From reader reviews:

Francis Dawson:

The book Archetypes and Motifs in Folklore and Literature: A Handbook can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Archetypes
and Motifs in Folklore and Literature: A Handbook? A number of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Archetypes and Motifs in Folklore and Literature: A Handbook has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

William Emmer:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Archetypes and Motifs in Folklore
and Literature: A Handbook is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Robert Carroll:

Often the book Archetypes and Motifs in Folklore and Literature: A Handbook has a lot associated with on
it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Gary Landrum:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Archetypes and
Motifs in Folklore and Literature: A Handbook will give you new experience in examining a book.
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