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In this pathbreaking work of scholarship, Laura Doyle reveals the central, formative role of race in the
development of a transnational, English-language literature over three centuries. Identifying a recurring
freedom plot organized around an Atlantic Ocean crossing, Doyle shows how this plot structures the texts of
both African-Atlantic and Anglo-Atlantic writers and how it takes shape by way of submerged intertextual
exchanges between the two traditions. For Anglo-Atlantic writers, Doyle locates the origins of this narrative
in the seventeenth century. She argues that members of Parliament, religious refugees, and new Atlantic
merchants together generated a racial rhetoric by which the English fashioned themselves as a “native,”
“freedom-loving,” “Anglo-Saxon” people struggling against a tyrannical foreign king. Stories of a near
ruinous yet triumphant Atlantic passage to freedom came to provide the narrative expression of this heroic
Anglo-Saxon identity—in novels, memoirs, pamphlets, and national histories. At the same time, as Doyle
traces through figures such as Friday in Robinson Crusoe, and through gothic and seduction narratives of
ruin and captivity, these texts covertly register, distort, or appropriate the black Atlantic experience. African-
Atlantic authors seize back the freedom plot, placing their agency at the origin of both their own and whites’
survival on the Atlantic. They also shrewdly expose the ways that their narratives have been “framed” by the
Anglo-Atlantic tradition, even though their labor has provided the enabling condition for that tradition.

Doyle brings together authors often separated by nation, race, and period, including Aphra Behn, Eliza
Haywood, Olaudah Equiano, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Harriet Wilson, Pauline Hopkins, George Eliot, and
Nella Larsen. In so doing, she reassesses the strategies of early women novelists, reinterprets the significance
of rape and incest in the novel, and measures the power of race in the modern English-language imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Smith:

This Freedom's Empire: Race and the Rise of the Novel in Atlantic Modernity, 1640-1940 book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Freedom's Empire: Race and the Rise of the
Novel in Atlantic Modernity, 1640-1940 without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Freedom's Empire: Race and the Rise of the Novel in
Atlantic Modernity, 1640-1940 can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come
to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Freedom's Empire:
Race and the Rise of the Novel in Atlantic Modernity, 1640-1940 having fine arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Patricia Lopez:

This Freedom's Empire: Race and the Rise of the Novel in Atlantic Modernity, 1640-1940 are reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Freedom's Empire: Race and the
Rise of the Novel in Atlantic Modernity, 1640-1940 can be on the list of great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that probably will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Freedom's Empire: Race and
the Rise of the Novel in Atlantic Modernity, 1640-1940 forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Gregory Sowers:

Freedom's Empire: Race and the Rise of the Novel in Atlantic Modernity, 1640-1940 can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Freedom's Empire: Race and the Rise of the Novel in Atlantic Modernity, 1640-1940 yet doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe
you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Joshua White:

This Freedom's Empire: Race and the Rise of the Novel in Atlantic Modernity, 1640-1940 is great reserve
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and
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still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great plan word
or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Freedom's Empire: Race and the Rise of the Novel in Atlantic Modernity,
1640-1940 in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that
no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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