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Ancient Egyptians held a rich and complex vision of the afterlife and codified their beliefs in books that were
to be discovered more than two millennia later in royal tombs. Erik Hornung, the world's leading authority
on these religious texts, surveys what is known about them today.The contents of the texts range from the
collection of spells in the Book of the Dead, which was intended to offer practical assistance on the journey
to the afterlife, to the detailed accounts of the hereafter provided in the Books of the Netherworld. Hornung
looks closely at these latter works, while summarizing the contents of the Book of the Dead and other widely
studied examples of the genre. For each composition, he discusses the history of its ancient transmission and
its decipherment in modern times, supplying bibliographic information for any text editions. He also seeks to
determine whether this literature as a whole presents a monolithic conception of the afterlife. The volume
features many drawings from the books themselves-drawings that illustrate the nocturnal course of the sun
god through the realm of the dead.Originally published in German and now available in a fluid English
translation, this volume offers an accessible and enlightening introduction to a central element of ancient
Egyptian religion.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Stewart:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Ancient Egyptian Books of the Afterlife.

Carlos Terrill:

This The Ancient Egyptian Books of the Afterlife are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The reason of this The Ancient Egyptian Books of the Afterlife can be on the list of great books
you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information
that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Ancient Egyptian
Books of the Afterlife giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Craig Chivers:

The particular book The Ancient Egyptian Books of the Afterlife will bring you to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new
book to read, this book very suited to you. The book The Ancient Egyptian Books of the Afterlife is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Roger Patrick:

Beside this kind of The Ancient Egyptian Books of the Afterlife in your phone, it can give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
The Ancient Egyptian Books of the Afterlife because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it
from now!
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