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The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution forbids the creation of an official state church, and we hear
the phrase "separation of church and state" so frequently that it may surprise us to note that no such barrier
exists between religion and politics. Religion is, and always has been, woven into the fabric of American
political life. In the last two decades, however, the role of religion in politics has become more direct
—amost a blunt, self-conscious force in the political process. The national consegquences of this
"diminishing divide" between religion and politics have brought new groups into politics, altered party
coalitions, and influenced campaigns and election results. Churches and other religious institutions have
become more actively engaged in the political process, and religious people have increased the level and
broadened the range of their political participation. While the public is more accepting of the role of religion
in shaping today's palitical landscape, the issue of how much political power certain religious groups enjoy
continues to provoke concern.Drawing on extensive survey data from the Pew Research Center, the National
Election Studies, and other sources, The Diminishing Divide illuminates the historical relationship between
religion and politics in the United States and explores the ways in which religion will continue to ater the
political landscape in the century before us. A historical overview of religion in U.S. politics sets the tone as
the book examines the patchwork quilt of American religion and the changing role of religious institutions in
American political life since the 1960s. The book explores the complex relations between religion and
political attitudes, aswell asthat of religion and political behavior —particularly with respect to party
affiliation and voting habits. Finally, The Diminishing Divide offers alook at the future. As candidates and
elected officialsincreasingly air their personal faith in public places with apparent political intent, and as
parishioners are marshaled into political action by clergy and political groups, the authors lay out the
background against which religion's power in American political life will be played in the new century.
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From reader reviews:
Matthew Waddell:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Asit is known to usthat book isimportant factor to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Diminishing Divide:
Religion's Changing Role in American Politics will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel much
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading any
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or appropriate book with you?

Stephen Williams:

The knowledge that you get from The Diminishing Divide: Religion's Changing Role in American Politicsis
amore deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Diminishing Divide: Religion's Changing
Role in American Palitics giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of thisreserve is well-
known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific
The Diminishing Divide: Religion's Changing Role in American Politicsinstantly.

CurtisWilson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsisthing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Diminishing Divide: Religion's Changing
Role in American Palitics, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to missit? What
kind of hang type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

L awrence Richardson:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to thelibrary in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul
or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you personaly. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Diminishing Divide: Religion's Changing Role in American
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Politics can make you feel more interested to read.
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