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WAS LINCOLN MURDERED CHAPTER I The Fourteenth of ffril THE fourteenth of April 1865, dawning
on the city of Washing ton, found the Capital gaudily bedecked with flags j for on the preceding night, Lees
surrender had been celebrated by a grand illumination. The end of the long war was at last in sight. In the
forenoon a regular meeting of the Cabinet was held, at which General Grant was present as a distinguished
guest. The victor of Appomattox Court House was a medium-sized, stoop-shouldered, taciturn man, then at
the zenith of his military glory. At the White House he met all the members of Lincolns official family,
except Secretary of State Seward, who had been the Presidents closest rival at the Chicago Republican
convention of 1860. Seward had been thrown from his carriage a few days before and was lying at home
under the care of physicians. The framework of steel which encased his face and neck, agonizing though it
must have been, was destined that night to save his life. Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles was there a
kindly looking man with a long white beard, who was gifted with a shrewd insight into the character of men.
Thoroughly loyal to his Chief, and with a finely balanced judgment, he kept dose watch on the events of his
era and faithfully recorded them in his diary. The President himself seemed in unusually good spirits. Be fore
the opening of the formal meeting he spoke freely of his plans for reconciling the conquered South. So far as
he was con cerned, he promised, there would be no persecution he even hoped that the fallen leaders of the
Confederacy would leave the country and thereby make it unnecessary for him to take direct action against
them. He then told of a dream that had come to him during the night, the same that had so often in the past 4
WHY WAS LINCOLN MURDERED presaged a portentous happening. This time he hoped that it foretold
the surrender to General Sherman of the last Confeder ate army. As Lincoln was describing his dream,
Stanton entered. The President stopped abruptly- Gentlemen, he said, let us proceed to business. Stanton did
not often attend Cabinet meetings and, when he came, he usually came late. It was his way of indicating the
superiority he felt over his colleagues, if not over Lincoln him self-Gideon Welles distrusted him intensely,
considering him an unscrupulous intriguer. He has cunning and skill, the head of the Navy Department once
wrote in his diary, dissembles his feelings ... is a hypocrite. . . . 2 Small of stature, with a long beard which
he kept perfumed, the Secretary of War had an air of sternness j but Welles always believed that this outward
sem blance concealed the heart of a coward. The two Secretaries had crossed swords only once. On that
occasion Welles had shown plainly that he would brook no interference in his department, and Stanton had
since treated him with an obsequiousness in sharp contrast to his imperious manner toward the other Cabinet
members. 3 With Stantons entrance the pleasant flow of informal con versation ceased...
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From reader reviews:

Leo Osborne:

The book Why Was Lincoln Murdered? can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Why Was Lincoln Murdered?? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give
for each other; you could share all of these. Book Why Was Lincoln Murdered? has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by
available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Lisa Westra:

Why Was Lincoln Murdered? can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to
place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Why Was Lincoln Murdered? however doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can
be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Lola Behrendt:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Why Was Lincoln Murdered?. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this
guide you can get many advantages.

Corey Watts:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's soul or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this Why Was Lincoln Murdered? can make you truly feel more interested to
read.
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