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During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, African American men were seldom permitted to
join the United States armed forces. There had been times in early U.S. history when black and white men
fought alongside one another; it was not uncommon for integrated units to take to battle in the Revolutionary
War. But by the War of 1812, the United States had come to maintain what one writer called “a whitewashed
army.” Yet despite that opposition, during the early 1800s, militia units made up of free black soldiers came
together to aid the official military troops in combat.
            Many black Americans continued to serve in times of military need. Nearly 180,000 African
Americans served in units of the U.S. Colored Troops during the Civil War, and others, from states such as
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Missouri, and Kansas, participated in state militias organized to protect local
populations from threats of Confederate invasion. As such, the Civil War was a turning point in the
acceptance of black soldiers for national defense. By 1900, twenty-two states and the District of Columbia
had accepted black men into some form of military service, usually as state militiamen—brothers to the
“buffalo soldiers” of the regular army regiments, but American military men regardless.
Little has been published about them, but Brothers to the Buffalo Soldiers: Perspectives on the African
American Militia and Volunteers, 1865–1919, offers insights into the varied experiences of black militia
units in the post–Civil War period. The book includes eleven articles that focus either on “Black
Participation in the Militia” or “Black Volunteer Units in the War with Spain.” The articles, collected and
introduced by author and scholar Bruce A. Glasrud, provide an overview of the history of early black
citizen-soldiers and offer criticism from prominent academics interested in that experience.
Brothers to the Buffalo Soldiers discusses a previously little-known aspect of the black military experience in
U.S. history, while deliberating on the discrimination these men faced both within and outside the military.
Chosen on the bases of scholarship, balance, and readability, these articles provide a rare composite picture
of the black military man’s life during this period. Brothers to the Buffalo Soldiers offers both a valuable
introductory text for students of military studies and a solid source of material for African American
historians.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Comer:

This Brothers to the Buffalo Soldiers: Perspectives on the African American Militia and Volunteers, 1865-
1917 book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. That Brothers to the Buffalo Soldiers: Perspectives on the African
American Militia and Volunteers, 1865-1917 without we comprehend teach the one who examining it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Brothers to the Buffalo Soldiers:
Perspectives on the African American Militia and Volunteers, 1865-1917 can bring whenever you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Brothers to the Buffalo Soldiers: Perspectives on the African American Militia and
Volunteers, 1865-1917 having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Florence Nguyen:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Brothers to the Buffalo
Soldiers: Perspectives on the African American Militia and Volunteers, 1865-1917 book as this book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is
no doubt in it as you know.

Julie Slocum:

The feeling that you get from Brothers to the Buffalo Soldiers: Perspectives on the African American Militia
and Volunteers, 1865-1917 will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Brothers to the
Buffalo Soldiers: Perspectives on the African American Militia and Volunteers, 1865-1917 giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Brothers to the Buffalo
Soldiers: Perspectives on the African American Militia and Volunteers, 1865-1917 instantly.

Jennifer Gallant:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
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share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One
of them is this Brothers to the Buffalo Soldiers: Perspectives on the African American Militia and
Volunteers, 1865-1917.
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