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Much of the world today views America as an imperiaist nation bent on global military, economic, and
cultural domination. At home few share this negative view, largely because of awidespread belief in the
irreproachable purity of our goals. Bob Pepperman Taylor, however, argues that our moral self-righteousness
may potentially imperil our democratic ideals and threaten democracy itself by plunging usinto illiberalism.

Taylor looks closely at six key thinkersin the Progressive tradition whose work helps illuminate the essential
flawsin our current thinking about democracy. Their writings, he contends, offer insights that can reinforce
and strengthen a vigorous democratic faith, warn us of the dangers inherent in various forms of demacratic
arrogance, and counsel a kind of doubt or humility that would make us much better democratic citizens.

All six thinkers Herbert Croly, Walter Lippmann, John Dewey, Jane Addams, Carl Becker, and Aldo
Leopold were active in the first half of the twentieth century and grew out of and reflect the temper of
American Progressivism, which spawned the most creative, optimistic, and committed generation of
democratic theorists and activists in American history. Their writings, in Taylor's view, illuminate harmful
beliefs that constrain and even delude the popular democratic imagination in America.

Taylor argues that Croly, Lippmann, and Dewey overestimate the normative value of science and
underestimate the utopianism of their democratic visions. On the other hand, Addams, Becker, and Leopold
resisted these scientific and utopian temptations. By advocating akind of humility, they offered reform-
minded Americans a stronger understanding of what it meant to practice democratic citizenship, however
imperfectly. Addams counsels usto "walk humbly before God"; Becker embraces the Progressive faith in
equality and justice but discards its dogma of certain progress; and Leopold employs moral authority rather
than his scientific training to defend our natural inheritance in what he recognizes is an ambiguous political
debate.

These three, Taylor argues, by aiming less at the grand transformation of the human condition than at
practical solutions, show greater respect for democratic possibilities than did their more messianic
counterparts. They promote a much more modest understanding of the possibilities both for democracy and
the role of science in informing democratic practice. They also point to a clearer understanding of the virtues
that citizens should cultivate if democracy isto prosper.
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From reader reviews:
Karole Standley:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the ideafor all peoplein
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Citizenship and Democratic Doubt:
The Legacy of Progressive Thought (American Political Thought) (American Political Thought (University
Press of Kansas)). All type of book would you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet methods
or other social media.

Michael Alvarado:

Here thing why this specific Citizenship and Democratic Doubt: The Legacy of Progressive Thought
(American Palitical Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content from it
which isthe content is as scrumptious as food or not. Citizenship and Democratic Doubt: The Legacy of
Progressive Thought (American Political Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of
Kansas)) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but thereis no
guide that similar with Citizenship and Democratic Doubt: The Legacy of Progressive Thought (American
Political Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)). It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Citizenship and
Democratic Doubt: The Legacy of Progressive Thought (American Political Thought) (American Palitical
Thought (University Press of Kansas)) in e-book can be your substitute.

Patricia Diaz:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photos on there. Y eah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore, this Citizenship and Democratic Doubt: The Legacy of Progressive Thought (American
Political Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) can make you sense more
interested to read.
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Edwin Ashford:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. Aswe
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. With the book Citizenship and Democratic Doubt: The Legacy of Progressive Thought
(American Palitical Thought) (American Palitical Thought (University Press of Kansas)) we can consider
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that
book Citizenship and Democratic Doubt: The Legacy of Progressive Thought (American Political Thought)
(American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)). Y ou can more attractive than now.
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