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In adazzling fusion of history, art, science, and biography, Falling Upwards resurrects the daring men and
women who first risked their livesto take to the air in balloons.

Richard Holmes gives us another of his unforgettable portraits of human endeavor, recklessness, and vision,
weaving together exhilarating accounts of early balloon rivalries, pioneering ascents over Victorian cities,
and astonishing long-distance voyages. The terrifying high-altitude flights of James Glaisher helped to
establish the science of meteorology as well as the notion of afragile planet, while balloons were a so used
to observe the horrors of modern battle during the American Civil War. Here too are the many
writers—Mary Shelley, Edgar Allan Poe, Charles Dickens, Jules Verne, and more—who felt the imaginative
impact of flight and allowed it to soar in their work. Holmes tells the history of ballooning from every
angle—scientific to poetic—through the adventurers and entrepreneurs, scientists and escapists, heroes and
fools who were possessed by the longing to be airborne.

(With 24 pages of color illustrations, and black-and-white illustrations throughouit.)
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From reader reviews:
Marian Perkins;

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
amove, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Falling
Upwards: How We Took to the Air: An Unconventional History of Ballooning? Maybe it isto be best
activity for you. You aready know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Robert Nguyen:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guysthisaren't like that. This Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air: An Unconventional History of
Ballooning book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the data here
are arrange for enjoyabl e studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer of Falling Upwards. How We Took to the Air: An Unconventional History of
Ballooning content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are
not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So, do you even now thinking
Falling Upwards. How We Took to the Air: An Unconventional History of Ballooning is not loveable to be
your top list reading book?

Willard Griffin:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Falling Upwards:
How We Took to the Air: An Unconventional History of Ballooning suitable to you? Often the book was
written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air: An
Unconventional History of Ballooningisthe main of several books in which everyone read now. This book
was inspired alot of peoplein the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you awide range of information about this
world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Jerry Bell:

Falling Upwards. How We Took to the Air: An Unconventional History of Ballooning can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Falling Upwards. How We Took to the Air: An Unconventional History of
Ballooning but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource

PDF File: Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air: An Unconventional History of Ballooning... 3



data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucia
contemplating.
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