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The original impulse for groups to separate from society and establish communities of their own was
religious. Though the religious side of this drive toward separation remains strong, the last two centuries
have seen the appearance of secular communities with a socialist or anarchist orientation. In The Communal
Experience, nominated for a National Book Award in 1973, Laurence Veysey explores the close
resemblances between the secular and religious forms of cultural radicalism through intensive observation of
four little-known communities.

Veysey compares the history of secular communities such as the early Ferrer Colony and Modern School, of
Shelton, New Jersey, with contemporary anarchist communities in New York, Vermont, and New Mexico.
Religious communes—"Communities of Discipline"—such as the Vedanta monasteries of the early
twentieth century are compared with contemporary mystical communities in New Mexico. Distinctions
between the anarchist and the mystical groups are most obvious from their approach to communal life. As
Veysey shows, anarchist communities are loose, unstructured, voluntaristic; the mystics establish more rigid
life-styles, focus on spiritual leaders, and hold community a secondary goal to self-realization. In a new
preface written for this Phoenix Edition, he describes his return to a New Mexican mystical community and
the changes that have occurred in the six years since his last visit.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Lemaster:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Communal Experience: Anarchist and Mystical Communities in
Twentieth Century America (Phoenix Book) book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with The Communal
Experience: Anarchist and Mystical Communities in Twentieth Century America (Phoenix Book) content
conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Communal Experience:
Anarchist and Mystical Communities in Twentieth Century America (Phoenix Book) is not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?

Whitney Mallard:

The book untitled The Communal Experience: Anarchist and Mystical Communities in Twentieth Century
America (Phoenix Book) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read
it. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You
can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Lawrence Seay:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Communal Experience: Anarchist and
Mystical Communities in Twentieth Century America (Phoenix Book) can give you a lot of close friends
because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information
that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? We should have The Communal Experience: Anarchist and Mystical Communities in Twentieth
Century America (Phoenix Book).

Marilyn Calhoun:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Communal Experience: Anarchist
and Mystical Communities in Twentieth Century America (Phoenix Book) to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to
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choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the book The
Communal Experience: Anarchist and Mystical Communities in Twentieth Century America (Phoenix Book)
can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the
time.
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