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With the insights she has gleaned from her close and subtle observation of parent-teacher conferences,
renowned Harvard University professor Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot has written awise, useful book about the
ways in which parents and teachers can make the most of their essential conversation—the dial ogue between
the most vital peoplein achild’'slife.

“The essential conversation” isthe crucial exchange that occurs between parents and teachers—a dialogue
that takes place more than one hundred million times ayear across our country and is both mirror of and
metaphor for the larger cultural forces that define family-school relationships and shape the devel opment of
our children. Participating in this twice-yearly ritual, so friendly and benign in its apparent goals, parents and
teachers are often wracked with anxiety. In a meeting marked by decorum and politeness, they frequently
exhibit wariness and assume defensive postures. Even though the conversation appears to be focused on the
student, adults may find themselves playing out their own childhood histories, insecurities, and fears.

Through vivid portraits and parables, Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot captures the dynamics of this complex,
intense relationship from the perspective of both parents and teachers. She also identifies new principles and
practices for improving family-school relationships. In avoice that combines the passion of a mother, the
skepticism of a socia scientist, and the keen understanding of one of our nation’s most admired educators,
Lawrence-Lightfoot offers penetrating analysis and an urgent call to arms for all those who want to act in the
best interests of their children.

For parents and teachers who seek productive dialogues and collaborative alliances in support of the learning
and growth of their children, this book will offer valuable insights, incisive lessons, and deft guidance on
how to communicate more effectively. In The Essential Conver sation, Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot brings
scholarship, warmth, and wisdom to an immensely important cultural subject—the way we raise our
children.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Clementine Frazier:

Here thing why this The Essential Conversation: What Parents and Teachers Can Learn from Each Other are
different and reliable to be yours. First of al studying abook is good nonetheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Essential Conversation: What Parents
and Teachers Can Learn from Each Other giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Essential Conversation: What Parents
and Teachers Can Learn from Each Other. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It
is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having
difficultiesin bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Essential Conversation: What Parents and
Teachers Can Learn from Each Other in e-book can be your choice.

Joan Hender son:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which isinside former life are difficult to be find than now istaking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Essential Conversation: What Parents and
Teachers Can Learn from Each Other as the daily resource information.

Gail Cote:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Essential Conversation:
What Parents and Teachers Can Learn from Each Other is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart
phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Raymond Crandall:

Y ou can get this The Essential Conversation: What Parents and Teachers Can Learn from Each Other by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you
get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are till update. Let'stry
to choose appropriate ways for you.
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