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If politics is the art of the possible, then compromise is the artistry of democracy. Unless one partisan
ideology holds sway over all branches of government, compromise is necessary to govern for the benefit of
all citizens. A rejection of compromise biases politics in favor of the status quo, even when the rejection
risks crisis. Why then is compromise so difficult in American politics today?

In The Spirit of Compromise, eminent political thinkers Amy Gutmann and Dennis Thompson connect the
rejection of compromise to the domination of campaigning over governing--the permanent campaign---in
American democracy today. They show that campaigning for political office calls for a mindset that blocks
compromise--standing tenaciously on principle to mobilize voters and mistrusting opponents in order to
defeat them. Good government calls for an opposite cluster of attitudes and arguments--the compromising
mindset--that inclines politicians to adjust their principles and to respect their opponents. It is a mindset that
helps politicians appreciate and take advantage of opportunities for desirable compromise.

Gutmann and Thompson explore the dynamics of these mindsets by comparing the historic compromises on
tax reform under President Reagan in 1986 and health care reform under President Obama in 2010. Both
compromises were difficult to deliver but only tax reform was bipartisan. Drawing lessons from these and
other important compromises--and failures to compromise--in American politics, Gutmann and Thompson
propose changes in our political institutions, processes, and mindsets that would encourage a better balance
between campaigning and governing.

Calling for greater cooperation in contemporary politics, The Spirit of Compromise will interest all who care
about whether their government leaders can work together.
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From reader reviews:

Sheri Furlong:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Spirit of Compromise: Why Governing Demands It and Campaigning Undermines It, you could tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading
a publication.

Alan Archuleta:

Why? Because this The Spirit of Compromise: Why Governing Demands It and Campaigning Undermines It
is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise
you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Katie Mueller:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Spirit of Compromise: Why Governing Demands It and Campaigning Undermines
It offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Wesley Baker:

Beside this particular The Spirit of Compromise: Why Governing Demands It and Campaigning Undermines
It in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and
the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Spirit of Compromise: Why Governing
Demands It and Campaigning Undermines It because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
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often have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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