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Though the phrase "Calvinist humor" may seem to be an oxymoron, Michael Dunne, in highly original and
unfailingly interesting readings of major American fiction writers, uncovers and traces two recurrent strands
of Calvinist humor descending from Puritan times far into the twentieth century. Calvinist doctrine views
mankind as fallen, apt to engage in any number of imperfect behaviors. Calvinist humor, Dunne explains,
consists in the perception of this imperfection. When we perceive that only others are imperfect, we
participate in the form of Calvinist humor preferred by William Bradford and Nathanael West. When we
perceive that others are imperfect, as we all are, we participate in the form preferred by Mark Twain and
William Faulkner, for example. Either by noting their characters' inferiority or by observing ways in which
we are all far from perfect, Dunne observes, American writers have found much to laugh about and many
occasions for Calvinist humor.

The two strains of Calvinist humor are alike in making the faults of others more important than their virtues.
They differ in terms of what we might think of as the writer/perceiver's disposition: his or her willingness to
recognize the same faults in him- or herself. In addition to Bradford, West, Twain and Faulkner, Dunne
discovers Calvinist humor in the works of Flannery O'Connor, Herman Melville, Nathaniel Hawthorne,
Ernest Hemingway, and many others. For these authors, the world -- and thus their fiction -- is populated
with flawed creatures. Even after belief in orthodox Calvinism diminished in the twentieth century, Dunne
discovers, American writers continued to mine these veins, irrespective of the authors' religious affiliations --
or lack of them. Dunne notes that even when these writers fail to accept the Calvinist view wholeheartedly,
they still have a tendency to see some version of Calvinism as more attractive than an optimistic, idealistic
view of life.

With an eye for the telling detail and a wry humor of his own, Dunne clearly demonstrates that the
fundamental Calvinist assumption -- that human beings are fallen from some putatively better state -- has had
a surprising, lingering presence in American literature.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Salamanca:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Calvinist Humor in American Literature will make
you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some
of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Stuart Ross:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for us. The book Calvinist Humor in American Literature
seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The guide Calvinist Humor in American Literature is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend
your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book
Calvinist Humor in American Literature. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some
books.

James Brown:

The particular book Calvinist Humor in American Literature will bring you to the new experience of reading
the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book
very ideal to you. The book Calvinist Humor in American Literature is much recommended to you to see.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jose Chapman:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Calvinist Humor in American Literature the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just
before. The Calvinist Humor in American Literature giving you yet another experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you
the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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