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This publication brings back into print the complete testimony, as released by the AEC in 1954, of the
hearing called to determine if Oppenheimer was a "security risk." But the importance of the document goes
far beyond the considered question of whether to terminate his security clearance: The testimony spans
Oppenheimer's personal life from the 1920s to the 1950s, reflects the broader political and scientific stirrings
of this period, and raises issues that remain central today. The document develops all these themes—it is a
compelling human portrait, an eyewitness history of some of the most important events of the century, and a
flashback to one of the points of origin of our present concerns with the arms race and government decision
making, conscientious dissent and national loyalty.

The testimony is inherently dramatic (as a recent play of the same title has shown). In the title role,
Oppenheimer reveals himself as a man of Hamletlike complexity, by turns humble and arrogant, naïve and
knowing, candid and reserved, witty and deadly serious. His final greatness makes itself felt in that joining of
resignation to resolution with which he accepts the adverse outcome of his case (to him, inevitable) and its
tragic implications for the nation.

As background, the testimony carries the reader through a number of settings: the revolution in physics of
the late 1920s; the depression, the rise of Nazism, the Spanish Civil War, and the American left's fascination
with another sort of revolution; the war years, the building of the atomic bomb, and the decision to use it; the
simultaneous opening of the U.N. and the Cold War, and the failure to bring atomic weapons under
international control; and the heyday of McCarthyism with its patriotic hysteria, suspicion, and repression.

The abiding pertinence of this document is obvious. It is addressed to a nation loudly debating ABM and
MIRV deployment, leftist politics, military-industrial-governmental power, the question of loyalty, the limits
of dissent, and the right of a man to define for himself, in conscience, what the "national interest" is or
should be, as Oppenheimer did in opposing the creation of the hydrogen bomb.

Among those called to give witness in these matters are Fermi, von Neumann, Bethe, DuBridge, Rabi,
Teller, Gen, Groves, McCloy, Lilienthal, Karl Compton, Bush, and Conant. For the first time, the transcript
has been provided with an index.
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From reader reviews:

Vivian Nava:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this In the Matter of J. Robert
Oppenheimer: Transcript of Hearing before Personnel Security Board and Texts of Principal Documents and
Letters book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Luciana Findley:

The event that you get from In the Matter of J. Robert Oppenheimer: Transcript of Hearing before Personnel
Security Board and Texts of Principal Documents and Letters will be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to comprehend but In the Matter of J. Robert Oppenheimer: Transcript of Hearing before Personnel
Security Board and Texts of Principal Documents and Letters giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific In the Matter of J.
Robert Oppenheimer: Transcript of Hearing before Personnel Security Board and Texts of Principal
Documents and Letters instantly.

Dwight Ivers:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the e-book untitled In the Matter of J. Robert Oppenheimer: Transcript of Hearing
before Personnel Security Board and Texts of Principal Documents and Letters can be good book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Christopher Arnold:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book In the Matter of J. Robert Oppenheimer:
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make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you such
as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about
book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and study it.
Beside that the e-book In the Matter of J. Robert Oppenheimer: Transcript of Hearing before Personnel
Security Board and Texts of Principal Documents and Letters can to be your new friend when you're really
feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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