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Why study women and the industrial revolution? Deborah Valenze's groundbreaking reassessment of this
classic problem in European history reminds us that questions of gender and work are at the center of our
experience in the modern world.
Too often, the study of industrialization charts an inevitable and largely technological course. Valenze sets
aside this approach in order to examine the underlying assumptions about gender and work that informed the
transformation of English society, and in turn, our ideas about economic progress. How did England change
from an agriculturally based nation, in which female labor played an active and acknowledged part, to an
industrial power resting on a notion of male productivity? Through selective treatments of agriculture,
spinning, and cottage industries, Valenze shows how the rise of values of productivity and rationality
subordinated women of the working class and strengthened an emerging ethos of individualism. She also
analyzes the influential ideas of Thomas Malthus, Hannah More, and other authors, whose publications
reinforced these same tendencies in the early nineteenth century. In an elegant and compelling account,
Valenze charts the birth of a new economic order resting on social and sexual hierarchies which remain a
part of our contemporary lives.
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From reader reviews:

William Nix:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The First Industrial Woman
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your
good habit, you could pick The First Industrial Woman become your personal starter.

Irene Weinstein:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The First Industrial Woman publication
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation The First Industrial Woman as good
book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book
by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Ronald Griffin:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The First Industrial Woman
which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Donald Warren:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
The First Industrial Woman when you necessary it?
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