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This translation maintains the fervor and power of the original text, but has been crafted for the modern
reader The Imitation of Christ has appeared in more editions and in more languages than any other book
except the Bible. Samuel Johnson once remarked to Bowell that it "must be a good book, as the world has
opened its arms to receive it." Others have praised it as well, including Thomas Carlyle, George Eliot,
Thomas De Quincey, and Matthew Arnold. Among the religious, St. Ignatius Loyola translated it, and Pope
John Paul I was said to have been reading it the night that he died. It has been standard fare in religious
training and personal devotion for centuries. Yet today, few people know the Imitation and those who do
more often than not think it hopelessly out of date, a pre-Vatican II relic, full of contempt for the world and
self-loathing. It is a curious state of affairs, and one that reveals more about a contemporary audience's
response to the book than it does about the book itself. When a contemporary reader encounters a line such
as "this is the highest wisdom: through contempt of the world to aspire to the kingdom of heaven," his
response is a very different one from that of a fifteenth- or nineteenth- century reader. For an "uninformed
response" (as Stanley Fish would say) to the contemptus mundi theme, the reader must draw deeply on a vast
complex of literary, linguistic, historical, and theological knowledge. Creasy's translation of the Imitation
strives to recreate a text that provides an analogous experience to that of the fifteenth-century reader. Relying
heavily on reader-response theory, he incorporates an "informed reader's" response into the text itself. Where
possible, the text echoes both the deep structure and the surface structure of the Latin-even to the point of
replicating sentence structures and rhetorical devices while avoiding any distortion of the reader's
experience.
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From reader reviews:

Samantha Campbell:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The
Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis: A New Reading of the 1441 Latin Autograph Manuscript? Maybe
it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Richard Tipton:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading books.
It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is definitely The Imitation
of Christ by Thomas a Kempis: A New Reading of the 1441 Latin Autograph Manuscript.

Jonathan Rodriguez:

The book untitled The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis: A New Reading of the 1441 Latin
Autograph Manuscript contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way.
The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read
that. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You
can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read
the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Russell Fielder:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis: A New
Reading of the 1441 Latin Autograph Manuscript or others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis: A
New Reading of the 1441 Latin Autograph Manuscript to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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