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The geography of American retail has changed dramatically since the first luxurious department stores
sprang up in nineteenth-century cities. Introducing light, color, and music to dry-goods emporia, these
"palaces of consumption" transformed mere trade into occasions for pleasure and spectacle. Through the
early twentieth century, department stores remained centers of social activity in local communities. But after
World War II, suburban growth and the ubiquity of automobiles shifted the seat of economic prosperity to
malls and shopping centers. The subsequent rise of discount big-box stores and electronic shopping
accelerated the pace at which local department stores were shuttered or absorbed by national chains. But as
the outpouring of nostalgia for lost downtown stores and historic shopping districts would indicate, these
vibrant social institutions were intimately connected to American political, cultural, and economic identities.

The first national study of the department store industry, From Main Street to Mall traces the changing
economic and political contexts that transformed the American shopping experience in the twentieth century.
With careful attention to small-town stores as well as glamorous landmarks such as Marshall Field's in
Chicago and Wanamaker's in Philadelphia, historian Vicki Howard offers a comprehensive account of the
uneven trajectory that brought about the loss of locally identified department store firms and the rise of
national chains like Macy's and J. C. Penney. She draws on a wealth of primary source evidence to
demonstrate how the decisions of consumers, government policy makers, and department store industry
leaders culminated in today's Wal-Mart world. Richly illustrated with archival photographs of the nation's
beloved downtown business centers, From Main Street to Mall shows that department stores were more than
just places to shop.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bourque:

Here thing why that From Main Street to Mall: The Rise and Fall of the American Department Store
(American Business, Politics, and Society) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a
book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or
not. From Main Street to Mall: The Rise and Fall of the American Department Store (American Business,
Politics, and Society) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no e-book that similar with From Main Street to Mall: The Rise and Fall of the American
Department Store (American Business, Politics, and Society). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open
up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of From Main Street to Mall: The Rise
and Fall of the American Department Store (American Business, Politics, and Society) in e-book can be your
option.

George Clark:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a publication. The book From Main Street to Mall: The Rise and Fall of the American
Department Store (American Business, Politics, and Society) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Elizabeth Hager:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
From Main Street to Mall: The Rise and Fall of the American Department Store (American Business,
Politics, and Society) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become
one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The From Main Street to Mall:
The Rise and Fall of the American Department Store (American Business, Politics, and Society) giving you
another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life with
this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased
when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?
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Joseph Vest:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific From Main Street to Mall: The Rise and Fall of the
American Department Store (American Business, Politics, and Society) can give you a lot of buddies
because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have From Main Street to Mall: The Rise and Fall of the
American Department Store (American Business, Politics, and Society).
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