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The impact of the US defense and space initiatives on bilateral and multilateral treaties and on international
outer space law in general, a topic of much current discussion, is better understood by an analysis of the
development of that body of law. Col Delbert “Chip” Terrill Jr. discusses its early evolution and the Air
Force contribution to it. He describes the Air Force’s ad hoc approach to international outer space law and its
efforts to have this approach adopted by the United States and the international community. Further, the
author details the profound impact that the surprise attack at Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941 had on
President Dwight D. Eisenhower. He vowed never again to allow the US to be similarly vulnerable to a
surprise attack, particularly in a nuclear environment. As part of his efforts to preclude a surprise attack on
the United States, Eisenhower sought to establish the concept of free passage of intelligence gathering
satellites as part of accepted international outer space law. The author traces how the Eisenhower
administration demonstrated a lack of concern about being first in space so long as the concept of free
passage in outer space was universally accepted. However, the administration apparently and clearly
underestimated the propaganda value that being first would have. Colonel Terrill traces how the Eisenhower
administration failed to fully communicate its policy goal of achieving such free passage to the uniformed
services. Although civilian leaders in the Defense Department were aware of the administration’s position,
the Air Force and the other military services at times acted at cross purposes to the concept of free passage.
Chip Terrill describes the Air Force’s continued efforts to resist the passage of most international outer space
law conventions, the restiveness of the Air Force judge advocate general (JAG) corps with a backseat role,
and how the JAG generally failed in its early attempt to have the Air Force become proactive in the
development of the law. Ironically, Terrill illustrates how the Air Force’s ad hoc approach essentially
dovetailed with Eisenhower’s goal of free passage. Colonel Terrill relates how the Air Force’s Project West
Ford caused the passage of certain environmentally sensitive provisions of international outer space law. The
author closes by examining the comment and coordination process leading to the passage of the Liability for
Damages Convention. Such was typical of the Air Force’s lukewarm, reactive posture regarding the passage
of international conventions, except for the Agreement on Rescue and Return of Astronauts, which the Air
Force strongly supported. In short, this superb work documents the interesting gestation period regarding the
development of international outer space law. It will undoubtedly contribute to the development of Air Force
doctrine by providing a better understanding of the Air Force’s involvement in the development of
international outer space law.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Patterson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Air Force Role in Developing
International Outer Space Law. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Edwin Bernal:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every
day to reading a e-book. The book The Air Force Role in Developing International Outer Space Law it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high
quality.

Nora Emerson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The Air Force Role in Developing International Outer Space Law will give you a new experience
in examining a book.

Jason Buckley:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list will be The Air Force Role in Developing International Outer Space Law. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person.
By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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