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Marriage is at the center of one of today's fiercest political debates. Activists argue about how to define it,
judges and legislators decide who should benefit from it, and scholars consider how the state should protect
those who are denied it. Few, however, ask whether the state should have anything to do with marriage in the
first place. In Untying the Knot, Tamara Metz addresses this crucial question, making a powerful argument
that marriage, like religion, should be separated from the state. Rather than defining or conferring marriage,
or relying on it to achieve legitimate public welfare goals, the state should create a narrow legal status that
supports all intimate caregiving unions. Marriage itself should be bestowed by those best suited to give it the
necessary ethical authority--religious groups and other kinds of communities. Divorcing the state from
marriage is dictated by nothing less than basic commitments to freedom and equality.

Tracing confusions about marriage to tensions at the heart of liberalism, Untying the Knot clarifies today's
debates about marriage by identifying and explaining assumptions hidden in widely held positions and
common practices. It shows that, as long as marriage and the state are linked, marriage will be a threat to
liberalism and the state will be a threat to marriage. An important and timely rethinking of the relationship
between marriage and the state, Untying the Knot will interest political theorists, legal scholars,
policymakers, sociologists, and anyone else who cares about the fate of marriage or liberalism.
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie Santiago:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State, and the Case for
Their Divorce will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Marie Slaughter:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State, and
the Case for Their Divorce is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Deborah Fishman:

The book Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State, and the Case for Their Divorce will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new
book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State, and the
Case for Their Divorce is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Morgan Johnson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Untying the Knot:
Marriage, the State, and the Case for Their Divorce which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's observe.
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