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On July 21, 1578, the Mexican town of Tecamachalco awoke to news of a scandal. A doll-like effigy hung
from the door of the town's church. Its two-faced head had black chicken feathers instead of hair. Each
mouth had a tongue sewn onto it, one with a forked end, the other with a gag tied around it. Signs and
symbols adorned the effigy, including a sambenito, the garment that the Inquisition imposed on heretics.
Below the effigy lay a pile of firewood. Taken together, the effigy, signs, and symbols conveyed a deadly
message: the victim of the scandal was a Jew who should burn at the stake. Over the course of four years,
inquisitors conducted nine trials and interrogated dozens of witnesses, whose testimonials revealed a vivid
portrait of friendship, love, hatred, and the power of rumor in a Mexican colonial town.

A story of dishonor and revenge, Death by Effigy also reveals the power of the Inquisition's symbols, their
susceptibility to theft and misuse, and the terrible consequences of doing so in the New World. Recently
established and anxious to assert its authority, the Mexican Inquisition relentlessly pursued the perpetrators.
Lying, forgery, defamation, rape, theft, and physical aggression did not concern the Inquisition as much as
the misuse of the Holy Office's name, whose political mission required defending its symbols. Drawing on
inquisitorial papers from the Mexican Inquisition's archive, Luis R. Corteguera weaves a rich narrative that
leads readers into a world vastly different from our own, one in which symbols were as powerful as the
sword.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Thayer:

The book Death by Effigy: A Case from the Mexican Inquisition (The Early Modern Americas) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave a good thing like a book Death by Effigy: A Case from the Mexican Inquisition (The Early Modern
Americas)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many details
for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Death by Effigy: A Case from the
Mexican Inquisition (The Early Modern Americas) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Kevin Burkes:

This Death by Effigy: A Case from the Mexican Inquisition (The Early Modern Americas) book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Death by Effigy: A Case from the Mexican
Inquisition (The Early Modern Americas) without we recognize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Death by Effigy: A Case from the Mexican
Inquisition (The Early Modern Americas) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Death by
Effigy: A Case from the Mexican Inquisition (The Early Modern Americas) having very good arrangement
in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Sheila Carter:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Death by Effigy: A Case from the Mexican Inquisition (The Early Modern
Americas) as your daily resource information.

Alta Favors:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Death by Effigy: A Case from the Mexican Inquisition (The Early Modern

PDF File: Death by Effigy: A Case from the Mexican Inquisition (The Early Modern Americas)... 3



Americas) we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person
must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life with that book Death by Effigy: A Case from the Mexican Inquisition (The Early Modern
Americas). You can more appealing than now.
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