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Isaiah Berlin was deeply admired during his life, but his full contribution was perhaps underestimated
because of his preference for the long essay form. The efforts of Henry Hardy to edit Berlin's work and
reintroduce it to a broad, eager readership have gone far to remedy this. Now, Princeton is pleased to return
to print, under one cover, Berlin's essays on these celebrated and captivating intellectual portraits: Vico,
Hamann, and Herder. These essays on three relatively uncelebrated thinkers are not marginal ruminations,
but rather among Berlin's most important studies in the history of ideas. They are integral to his central
project: the critical recovery of the ideas of the Counter-Enlightenment and the explanation of its appeal and
consequences--both positive and (often) tragic.

Giambattista Vico was the anachronistic and impoverished Neapolitan philosopher sometimes credited with
founding the human sciences. He opposed Enlightenment methods as cold and fallacious. J. G. Hamann was
a pious, cranky dilettante in a peripheral German city. But he was brilliant enough to gain the audience of
Kant, Goethe, and Moses Mendelssohn. In Hamann's chaotic and long-ignored writings, Berlin finds the first
strong attack on Enlightenment rationalism and a wholly original source of the coming swell of romanticism.
Johann Gottfried Herder, the progenitor of populism and European nationalism, rejected universalism and
rationalism but championed cultural pluralism.

Individually, these fascinating intellectual biographies reveal Berlin's own great intelligence, learning, and
generosity, as well as the passionate genius of his subjects. Together, they constitute an arresting
interpretation of romanticism's precursors. In Hamann's railings and the more considered writings of Vico
and Herder, Berlin finds critics of the Enlightenment worthy of our careful attention. But he identifies much
that is misguided in their rejection of universal values, rationalism, and science. With his customary
emphasis on the frightening power of ideas, Berlin traces much of the next centuries' irrationalism and
suffering to the historicism and particularism they advocated. What Berlin has to say about these long-dead
thinkers--in appreciation and dissent--is remarkably timely in a day when Enlightenment beliefs are being
challenged not just by academics but by politicians and by powerful nationalist and fundamentalist
movements.

The study of J. G. Hamann was originally published under the title The Magus of the North: J. G. Hamann
and the Origins of Modern Irrationalism. The essays on Vico and Herder were originally published as Vico
and Herder: Two Studies in the History of Ideas. Both are out of print.

This new edition includes a number of previously uncollected pieces on Vico and Herder, two interesting
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passages excluded from the first edition of the essay on Hamann, and Berlin's thoughtful responses to two
reviewers of that same edition.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Carter:

This Three Critics of the Enlightenment: Vico, Hamann, Herder, Second edition are generally reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Three Critics of the
Enlightenment: Vico, Hamann, Herder, Second edition can be one of many great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that probably
will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Three Critics of the Enlightenment: Vico,
Hamann, Herder, Second edition giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Amy Davis:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Three Critics of the Enlightenment: Vico, Hamann, Herder, Second edition will give you new
experience in studying a book.

Joshua Atkins:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on
the bed? Do you need something new? This Three Critics of the Enlightenment: Vico, Hamann, Herder,
Second edition can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Ernest Poole:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Three Critics of the Enlightenment: Vico,
Hamann, Herder, Second edition or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Three Critics of the Enlightenment: Vico, Hamann, Herder, Second
edition to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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