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Can there be a nastier way to die than from a chronic inability to sleep? How this appalling affliction killed
dozens of members of one aristocratic Venetian family over the last three centuries only to emerge in the
1990s as the key to the hunt for the cause of a cluster of diseases - including Mad Cow, Alzheimer's and
scrapie - is the utterly compelling, surprising story told here. Thiswork isfor readers of cultured science
writers like Jared Diamond, Steve Jones and Stephen Jay Gould, but also fans of Oliver Sacks and Alain de
Botton. In 1765, Venetian doctors were stumped by the death of a man who had suffered from chronic
insomniafor more than ayear and spent his final months paralyzed by exhaustion. Over the next two
centuries, many of his descendants devel oped the same fatal sleep-stealing symptoms, and their loved ones
were forced to witness a most excruciating lingering death, whose cause continued to baffle the experts until
the 1990s when their sickness was recognized as arare heritable disease. In this atmospheric and
groundbreaking work of detection, Max tells the history of the rogue condition that has blighted one unlucky
family for generations.
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From reader reviews:
Terry Holmes:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The Family That Couldn't Sleep:
Unravelling aVenetian Medical Mystery that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means
of reading this book. Reading routine al over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only
for the geeky man but for al of you who wants to be success person. So, for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you can pick The Family That Couldn't Sleep: Unravelling aVenetian Medical
Mystery become your personal starter.

William Butcher:

On this erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What
you arerelated isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of
several booksin thetop list in your reading list will be The Family That Couldn't Sleep: Unravelling a
Venetian Medical Mystery. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Robert Bartlett:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching fromiit. It is called of book The Family
That Couldn't Sleep: Unravelling a Venetian Medical Mystery. Y ou can add your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that,
you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Lillian Vaughn:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just searching for the The Family That Couldn't Sleep: Unravelling aVenetian Medical
Mystery when you required it?
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