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Conventional wisdom holds that same-sex marriage is a purely modern innovation, a concept born of an
overtly modern lifestyle that was unheard of in nineteenth century America But as Rachel Hope Cleves
demonstrates in this eye-opening book, same-sex marriage is hardly new.

Bornin 1777, Charity Bryant was raised in Massachusetts. A brilliant and strong-willed woman with a clear
attraction for her own sex, Charity found herself banished from her family home at age twenty. She spent the
next decade of her life traveling throughout Massachusetts, working as a teacher, making intimate female
friends, and becoming the subject of gossip wherever she lived. At age twenty-nine, still defiantly single,
Charity visited friends in Weybridge, Vermont. There she met a pious and studious young woman named
Sylvia Drake. The two soon became so inseparable that Charity decided to rent roomsin Weybridge. In
1809, they moved into their own home together, and over the years, came to be recognized, essentially, asa
married couple. Revered by their community, Charity and Sylvia operated atailor shop employing many
local women, served as guiding lights within their church, and participated in raising their many nieces and
nephews.

Charity and Sylviais the intimate history of their extraordinary forty-four year union. Drawing on an array of
original documentsincluding diaries, letters, and poetry, Cleves traces their livesin sharp detail. Providing
an illuminating glimpse into a relationship that turns conventional notions of same-sex marriage on their
head, and reveals early Americato be a place both more diverse and more accommodating than modern
society might imagine, Charity and Sylvia is a significant contribution to our limited knowledge of LGBT
history in early America
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From reader reviews:
DeniseLee

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, itis
appropriate. Because start from on guarderia until university need this kind of Charity and Sylvia: A Same-
Sex Marriage in Early Americato read.

Sang Weems:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Charity and Sylvia: A Same-Sex Marriage in Early Americabook is readable
through you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer connected with Charity and Sylvia: A Same-Sex Marriage in Early America content conveys thinking
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it
just different by means of it. So, do you even now thinking Charity and Sylvia: A Same-Sex Marriage in
Early Americais not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Charles Baker:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find reserve that need more time to be read. Charity and Sylvia: A Same-Sex Marriagein Early America can
be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Marlys Wieland:

This Charity and Sylvia: A Same-Sex Marriage in Early Americais completely new way for you who has
interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Charity
and Sylvia: A Same-Sex Marriage in Early America can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them
feel dleepy even dizzy thisguideisthe answer. So thereis absolutely no in reading a publication especially
thisone. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So, don't miss this! Just
read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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