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David Bordwell's new book is at once a history of film criticism, an analysis of how critics interpret film,
and a proposal for an alternative program for film studies. It is an anatomy of film criticism meant to reset
the agenda for film scholarship. As such Making Meaning should be a landmark book, a focus for debate
from which future film study will evolve. Bordwell systematically maps different strategies for interpreting
films and making meaning, illustrating his points with a vast array of examples from Western film criticism.
Following an introductory chapter that sets out the terms and scope of the argument, Bordwell goes on to
show how critical institutions constrain and contain the very practices they promote, and how the
interpretation of texts has become a central preoccupation of the humanities. He gives lucid accounts of the
development of film criticism in France, Britain, and the United States since World War II; analyzes this
development through two important types of criticism, thematic-explicatory and symptomatic; and shows
that both types, usually seen as antithetical, in fact have much in common. These diverse and even warring
schools of criticism share conventional, rhetorical, and problem-solving techniques--a point that has broad-
ranging implications for the way critics practice their art. The book concludes with a survey of the
alternatives to criticism based on interpretation and, finally, with the proposal that a historical poetics of
cinema offers the most fruitful framework for film analysis.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Denzer:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Making Meaning: Inference and
Rhetoric in the Interpretation of Cinema (Harvard Film Studies). All type of book would you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Myrtle Anderson:

The event that you get from Making Meaning: Inference and Rhetoric in the Interpretation of Cinema
(Harvard Film Studies) could be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Making
Meaning: Inference and Rhetoric in the Interpretation of Cinema (Harvard Film Studies) giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Making Meaning: Inference and Rhetoric
in the Interpretation of Cinema (Harvard Film Studies) instantly.

Michael Canton:

This book untitled Making Meaning: Inference and Rhetoric in the Interpretation of Cinema (Harvard Film
Studies) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can
order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past
this guide from your list.

Sonia Cancel:

The reason? Because this Making Meaning: Inference and Rhetoric in the Interpretation of Cinema (Harvard
Film Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will
go to the book store hurriedly.
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