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Thomas Jefferson advocated a republic of small farmers--free and independent yeomen. And yet as president
he presided over a massive expansion of the slaveholding plantation system--particularly with the Louisiana
Purchase--squeezing the yeomanry to the fringes and to less desirable farmland. Now Roger Kennedy
conducts an eye-opening examination of that gap between Jefferson's stated aspirations and what actually
happened.
Kennedy reveals how the Louisiana Purchase had a major impact on land use and the growth of slavery. He
examines the great financial interests (such as the powerful land companies that speculated in new territories
and the British textile interests) that beat down slavery's many opponents in the South itself (Native
Americans, African Americans, Appalachian farmers, and conscientious opponents of slavery). He describes
how slaveholders' cash crops (first tobacco, then cotton) sickened the soil and how the planters moved from
one desolated tract to the next. Soon the dominant culture of the entire region--from Maryland to Florida,
from Carolina to Texas--was that of owners and slaves producing staple crops for international markets. The
earth itself was impoverished, in many places beyond redemption.
None of this, Kennedy argues, was inevitable. He focuses on the character, ideas, and ambitions of Thomas
Jefferson to show how he and other Southerners struggled with the moral dilemmas presented by the
presence of Indian farmers on land they coveted, by the enslavement of their workforce, by the betrayal of
their stated hopes, and by the manifest damage being done to the earth itself. Jefferson emerges as a tragic
figure in a tragic period.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hickox:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Mr. Jefferson's Lost Cause: Land,
Farmers, Slavery, and the Louisiana Purchase. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Lily Sawyers:

This Mr. Jefferson's Lost Cause: Land, Farmers, Slavery, and the Louisiana Purchase are usually reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Mr. Jefferson's Lost Cause:
Land, Farmers, Slavery, and the Louisiana Purchase can be one of several great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that probably
will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Mr. Jefferson's Lost Cause: Land,
Farmers, Slavery, and the Louisiana Purchase forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Nancy Hartsell:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do
it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Mr. Jefferson's Lost
Cause: Land, Farmers, Slavery, and the Louisiana Purchase, you may tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Philip Edwards:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Mr. Jefferson's Lost Cause: Land, Farmers, Slavery, and
the Louisiana Purchase was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Mr.
Jefferson's Lost Cause: Land, Farmers, Slavery, and the Louisiana Purchase has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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