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Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist David Kinney enters into the world of obsessive Bob Dylan followers (aka
the “Dylanologists”) to deliver an immersive work on the artist’s singular impact on American culture.

FAN: “You don’t know who I am, but I know who you are.”

BOB DYLAN: “Let’s keep it that way.”

Bob Dylan is the most influential songwriter of our time and, after a half century, he remains a cultural
touchstone, an enigma, and the subject of endless fascination. From the moment he arrived on the music
scene, he attracted an intensely fanatical cult following, and in The Dylanologists, Pulitzer Prize–winning
journalist David Kinney ventures deep into this eccentric subculture to answer a question: What can Dylan’s
grip on his most enthusiastic listeners tell us about his towering place in American culture?

Kinney introduces us to a vibrant underground: diggers searching for unheard tapes and lost manuscripts,
researchers obsessing over the facts of Dylan’s life and career, writers working to decode unyieldingly
mysterious songs, road warriors who meticulously record and dissect every concert. It’s an affectionate
mania, but as far as Dylan is concerned, a mania nonetheless. Over the years, the intensely private and
fiercely combative musician has been frightened, annoyed, and perplexed by fans who try to peel back his
layers. He has made at least one thing crystal clear: He does not wish to be known.

The story of Dylan’s followers is also a revealing portrait of the artist himself. Here, reflected in the fans he
inspired and the cultural movements he helped create, is every twist and turn in a career that has swerved
from lefty activist to ultra-hip spokesman for a generation to woodsy recluse, from secular storyteller to fire-
breathing Christian evangelist, from punch line to elder statesman. Dylan may refuse to explain himself to
his followers, but their lives have become mirrors of his, so profoundly are their stories intertwined.

Told with tremendous insight, intelligence, and warmth, by turns funny and affecting, The Dylanologists is
ultimately a book about our universal quest for meaning. It is populated by characters both legendary and
obscure, from aging hippies to idealistic twentysomethings and everyone in between—a young woman who,
stirred by Dylan, attends law school and becomes a public defender; a man who crams his New York City
apartment with memorabilia, transforming it into a pilgrimage spot for Dylan fanatics; a woman inspired by
her hero’s redemptive music to go clean after years of drug use. Here is a joyous, soulful, and poignant
exploration of the origins and meaning of fandom, the healing power of art, and the importance of embracing
what moves you, whatever that may be.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Bennett:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this
for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The
Dylanologists: Adventures in the Land of Bob book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Duane Vega:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled The Dylanologists: Adventures in the Land of Bob can be
excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Dianne Haire:

The Dylanologists: Adventures in the Land of Bob can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing The Dylanologists: Adventures in the Land
of Bob nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Lauren Miner:

Beside this The Dylanologists: Adventures in the Land of Bob in your phone, it might give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh
through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing
to have The Dylanologists: Adventures in the Land of Bob because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from now!
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