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This book shows how grammar helps people communicate and looks at the ways grammar and meaning
interrelate. The author starts from the notion that a speaker codes a meaning into grammatical forms which
the listener is then able to recover: each word, he shows, has its own meaning and each bit of grammar its
own function, their combinations creating and limiting the possibilities for different words. He uncovers a
rationale for the varying grammatical properties of different words and in the process explains many facts
about English - such as why we can say I wish to go, I wish that he would go, and I want to go but not I want
that he would go.

The first part of the book reviews the main points of English syntax and discusses English verbs in terms of
their semantic types including those of Motion, Giving, Speaking, Liking, and Trying. In the second part
Professor Dixon looks at eight grammatical topics, including complement clauses, transitivity and causatives,
passives, and the promotion of a non-subject to subject, as in Dictionaries sell well.

This is the updated and revised edition of A New Approach to English Grammar on Semantic Principles. It
includes new chapters on tense and aspect, nominalizations and possession, and adverbs and negation, and
contains a new discussion of comparative forms of adjectives. It also explains recent changes in English
grammar, including how they has replaced the tabooed he as a pronoun referring to either gender, as in When
a student reads this book, they will learn a lot about English grammar in a most enjoyable manner.
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From reader reviews:

James Ellis:

The book A Semantic Approach to English Grammar (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book
A Semantic Approach to English Grammar (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) to be your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a book A Semantic Approach to English
Grammar (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Mary Deemer:

This A Semantic Approach to English Grammar (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) are generally reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this A Semantic Approach to
English Grammar (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) can be one of several great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock
your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this A Semantic Approach to English Grammar
(Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Thomas Schulz:

The actual book A Semantic Approach to English Grammar (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) will bring
that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book A Semantic Approach to English
Grammar (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Bruce Hensley:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be A Semantic Approach to English Grammar (Oxford
Textbooks in Linguistics) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will
not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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