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The traditional view of puritans is that they were killjoys - serious, austere, gloomy people who closed
theatres and abolished Christmas. This book, based on extensive original research, presents a different view.
Focusing on both the writings of the leading Independent divine, Ralph Venning, and also on his pastoral
work in the 1640s and 1650s when he was successively chaplain to the Tower of London and vicar of St
Olave's, Southwark, the book reveals a much neglected strand of puritan theology. This emphasised the
importance of inner happiness and the development of a personal piety which, the author argues, was similar
in its nature to medieval mysticism, not that different from the piety promoted by earlier metaphysical
preachers, and not at all driven by the predestinarian ideas usually associated with puritans, ideas liable to
induce a sense of helplessness and despair. In addition, the book reassesses the role of Emmanuel College,
Cambridge, where Venning was educated, in shaping puritan thought, discusses Max Weber's ideas about
puritanism and capitalism especially in relation to recreation and leisure activities, and demonstrates that
Venning's strand of puritanism favoured toleration, moderation and church unity to a much greater degree
than is usually associated with puritans.
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From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Puritanism and
the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674? Maybe it is being
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Robert Jones:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your current free
time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you
will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the
publication untitled Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning,
c.1621-1674 can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jesus Gilbert:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of
Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now.
This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book ideal all of you.

Ernest Keeler:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The
Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 as well as others sources were given understanding
for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Puritanism and the Pursuit of

PDF File: Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.... 3



Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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