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Avishai Margalit builds his social philosophy on this foundation: a decent society, or a civilized society, is
one whose institutions do not humiliate the people under their authority, and whose citizens do not humiliate
one another. What political philosophy needs urgently is a way that will permit us to live together without
humiliation and with dignity.

Most of the philosophical attention nowadays is drawn to the ideal of the just society based on the right
balance between freedom and equality. The ideal of the just society is a sublime one but hard to realize. The
decent society is an ideal which can be realized even in our children's lifetime. We should get rid of cruelty
first, advocated Judith Shklar. Humiliation is a close second. There is more urgency in bringing about a
decent society than in bringing about a just one.

Margalit begins concretely where we live, with all the infuriating acts of humiliation that make living in the
world so difficult. He argues in a concrete way in the spirit of Judith Shklar and Isaiah Berlin. This is a social
philosophy that resists all those menacing labels that promote moral laziness, just as it urges us to get beyond
the behavior that labels other human beings. Margalit can't be earmarked as liberal or conservative. If a label
is necessary, then the most suitable is George Orwell's humane socialism, a far cry from Animal Farm
socialism with its many tools of oppression. How to be decent, how to build a decent society, emerges out of
Margalit's analysis of the corrosive functioning of humiliation in its many forms. This is a thoroughly argued
and, what is much more, a deeply felt book that springs from Margalit's experience at the borderlands of
conflicts between Eastern Europeans and Westerners, between Palestinians and Israelis.
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Carlucci:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Decent Society. You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book The Decent
Society. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could
open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up
to go to the library. Let's read.

Louise Fulghum:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Decent Society book as starter
and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Nicholas Sheen:

The guide with title The Decent Society has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Christopher McCormick:

You may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Decent Society is simple to bring you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book
in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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