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The Golden Age of bad girls: Gun-toting femmes fatales caught in the action!
 
“My buddies wanted to be firemen, farmers or policemen, something like that. Not me, I just wanted to steal
people’s money!”
—John Dillinger

At the height of the Jazz Age, when Prohibition was turning ordinary citizens into criminals and ordinary
criminals into celebrities, America’s true crime detective magazines were born. True Detective came first in
1924, and by 1934, when the Great Depression had produced colorful outlaws like Machine Gun Kelly,
Bonnie and Clyde, Baby Face Nelson, and John Dillinger, the magazines were so popular cops and
robbers alike vied to see themselves on the pages. Even FBI boss J. Edgar Hoover wrote regularly for what
came to be called the “Dickbooks,” referring to a popular slang term for a detective.

As the decades rolled on, the magazines went through a curious metamorphosis, however. When liquor was
once more legal, the Depression over and all the flashy criminals dead or imprisoned, the “detectives” turned
to sin to make sales. Sexy bad girls in tight sweaters, slit skirts, and stiletto heels adorned every cover.
Cover lines shouted “I Was a Girl Burglar—For Kicks,” “Sex Habits of Women Killers,” “Bride of Sin!,”
“She Played Me for a Sucker,” and most succinctly, “Bad Woman.”

True Crime Detective Magazines follows the evolution and devolution of this distinctly American genre
from 1924 to 1969. Hundreds of covers and interior images from dozens of magazine titles tell the story, not
just of the “detectives,” but also of America’s attitudes towards sex, sin, crime and punishment over five
decades. With texts by magazine collector Eric Godtland, George Hagenauer and True Detective editor
Marc Gerald, True Crime Detective Magazines is an informative and entertaining look at one of the
strangest publishing niches of all time.
 
Text in English, French, and German
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From reader reviews:

Dora Champagne:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book True Crime Detective Magazines. You can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book True Crime
Detective Magazines. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad
you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to
open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Susan Rogers:

The event that you get from True Crime Detective Magazines could be the more deep you searching the
information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to recognise but True Crime Detective Magazines giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author
of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
this True Crime Detective Magazines instantly.

Stephen Phelps:

You could spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This True Crime Detective Magazines is simple
to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Rodolfo Born:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the True Crime Detective Magazines when you required it?
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