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The French architect Le Corbusier once described New York as "a magnificent catastrophe." Since its
emergence in the mid-nineteenth century as the nation's "metropolis"' New York has faced the most
challenging housing problems of any American city, but it has also led the nation in innovation and reform.
The horrors of the tenement were perfected in New York at the same time that the very rich were building
palaces along Fifth Avenue; yet public housing for the poor also originated in New York, as did government
subsidies for middle-class housing.A History of Housing in New York City traces New York's housing
development from 1850 to the present in text and profuse illustrations. Richard Plunz explores the housing of
all classes, with comparative discussion of the development of types ranging from the single-family house to
the high-rise apartment tower. His analysis is placed within the context of the broader political and cultural
development of New York, a city which in many ways summarizes in microcosm the evolution of urban
housing in the United States.

Plunz examines the multiple tensions among builders, government planners, housing reformers, and
architects which have affected the course of housing development. He explains how the first high-rise
apartments were built for the wealthy who preferred the security of living "above it all," and he looks at the
technology which made them possible. The author examines the effect of the urban economy on
development. He describes how the rising cost of Manhattan real estate and the growth of transportation
networks have contributed to the departure of the middle class from the inner city, leaving it with little
except luxury housing and slums. He offers fresh material on the creation of "garden apartments" which
proliferated throughout the outer boroughs and remain among the finest models of urban housing. Plunz also
offers insight into how and why modernist "tower in the park" designs of architects such as Le Corbusier and
Walter Gropius were adapted into the design of much of New York's public housing, and the recent return to
low-rise publicly subsidized housing, such as new "suburban cottages" set amidst the abandoned buildings
and rubble strewn lots of the South Bronx. More than 300 illustrations are integrated throughout the text,
depicting housing plans, neighborhood changes, and city architecture over the last 130 years.A History of
Housing In New York City is a pioneering study of a largely unexplored realm of United States urban
development, as well researched as it is well written.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Wexler:

The book A History of Housing in New York City can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book A History
of Housing in New York City? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book A
History of Housing in New York City has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Monica Philson:

This A History of Housing in New York City are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason why of this A History of Housing in New York City can be among the
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with
information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this A History of
Housing in New York City forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Ricky Dotson:

A History of Housing in New York City can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing A History of Housing
in New York City yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage
of crucial thinking.

Susan Douglas:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A History of Housing in New York
City which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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