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Swedish chemist Alfred Nobel's discovery of dynamite made possible the famous industrial megaprojects
that transformed the countryside and defined the era, including the St. Gothard rail tunnel through the Alps,
the clearing of New York harbor, the Panama Canal, and countless others. Dynamite also caused terrible
injuries and great loss of life, and, in some cases, incalculable and irreparable environmental damage. Nobel
was one of the richest men in a society rapidly transforming under the power of his invention, but with a
troubled conscience, he left his estate to the establishment of the world-famous prizes that bear his name.

As the use of explosives soared and growing populations consumed more food, nations scrambled for the
scarce yet vital organic ingredient needed for both. The quest for nitrates takes us from the rural stables and
privies of preindustrial Europe to the monopoly trading plantations in India and to the Atacama Desert in
South America. Nitrates were as valuable in the nineteenth century as oil is in the twenty-first and were the
cause of similar international jockeying and power politics.

The "nitrogen problem" of creating inorganic nitrates was solved by an enigmatic German scientist named
Fritz Haber. His breakthrough not only prolonged the First World War but became the foundation of the
green revolution and the tripling of world population since then. Haber is also known as the "father of gas
warfare" for his work on poison gas. When he was awarded a Nobel Prize for his work in chemistry, it
sparked international outrage and condemnation.

A Most Damnable Invention is a human tale of scientific obsession, shadowy immorality, and historical
irony, and a testament to the capacity for human ingenuity during times of war.
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From reader reviews:

Rosemary Lafleur:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled A Most Damnable Invention: Dynamite, Nitrates, and the Making of
the Modern World. Try to the actual book A Most Damnable Invention: Dynamite, Nitrates, and the Making
of the Modern World as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone
and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs.
The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book.
So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Daniel Colon:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled A Most Damnable
Invention: Dynamite, Nitrates, and the Making of the Modern World? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Jessica Adkins:

This A Most Damnable Invention: Dynamite, Nitrates, and the Making of the Modern World is great e-book
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or
we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having A Most Damnable Invention: Dynamite, Nitrates, and the Making of
the Modern World in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1.
We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do
that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Joshua Yoshida:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Most Damnable
Invention: Dynamite, Nitrates, and the Making of the Modern World which is having the e-book version. So
, why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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