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The distinguished philosopher Robert M. Adams presents a major work on virtue, which is once again a
central topic in ethical thought. A Theory of Virtue is a systematic, comprehensive framework for thinking
about the moral evaluation of character. Many recent attempts to stake out a place in moral philosophy for
this concern define virtue in terms of its benefits for the virtuous person or for human society more generally.
In Part One Adams presents and defends a conception of virtue as intrinsic excellence of character, worth
prizing for its own sake and not only for its benefits. In the other two parts he addresses two challenges to the
ancient idea of excellence of character.

One challenge arises from the importance of altruism in modern ethical thought, and the question of what
altruism has to do with intrinsic excellence. Part Two argues that altruistic benevolence does indeed have a
crucial place in excellence of character, but that moral virtue should also be expected to involve excellence
in being for other goods besides the well-being (and the rights) of other persons. It explores relations among
cultural goods, personal relationships, one's own good, and the good of others, as objects of excellent
motives.

The other challenge, the subject of Part Three of the book, is typified by doubts about the reality of moral
virtue, arising from experiments and conclusions in social psychology. Adams explores in detail the
prospects for an empirically realistic conception of excellence of character as an object of moral aspiration,
endeavor, and education. He argues that such a conception will involve renunciation of the ancient thesis of
the unity or mutual implication of all virtues, and acknowledgment of sufficient 'moral luck' in the
development of any individual's character to make virtue very largely a gift, rather than an individual
achievement, though nonetheless excellent and admirable for that.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Davis:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is
this A Theory of Virtue: Excellence in Being for the Good.

Emile Guzman:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole
day to reading a publication. The book A Theory of Virtue: Excellence in Being for the Good it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You
can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides
high quality.

Samuel Lashley:

The book untitled A Theory of Virtue: Excellence in Being for the Good contain a lot of information on that.
The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so
do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Amy Quist:

This A Theory of Virtue: Excellence in Being for the Good is fresh way for you who has fascination to look
for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having little digest in reading this A Theory of Virtue: Excellence in Being for the
Good can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the
e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the
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answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in
addition to knowledge.
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