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This magisterial volume is a comprehensive survey of the doctrine and practice of baptism in the first five
centuries of Christian history, arranged geographically within chronological periods. Baptism in the Early
Church covers the antecedents to Christian baptism and traces the history of Christian doctrine and practice
from the New Testament through the writings of the church fathers of the fourth and fifth centuries. The
book deals primarily with the literary sources, though it also gives attention to depictions of baptism
(primarily of Jesus) in various art forms and to the surviving baptismal fonts.

Ferguson’s thorough study points to the central importance of baptism in the early church. Many blessings
were attributed to baptism, but the two earliest and most consistently mentioned are forgiveness of sins and
the reception of the Holy Spirit; faith and repentance were necessary in order to receive these benefits.
Jewish immersion rites, the practice of John the Baptist, the meaning of the words used for baptism, the
literary descriptions, and the material remains argue that full immersion was the normal practice, and the
evidence from art is consistent with this interpretation.

Containing nearly everything currently known about the early Christian ritual of baptism, with extensive
citations to the primary and secondary literature, Ferguson’s Baptism in the Early Church is destined to be a
standard reference work.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Walker:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Baptism in the Early Church: History, Theology, and
Liturgy in the First Five Centuries. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important a book Baptism in the Early Church: History, Theology, and Liturgy in the
First Five Centuries. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad
you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could
open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored
to go to the library. Let's learn.

Shelly Gomes:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Baptism in the Early Church: History,
Theology, and Liturgy in the First Five Centuries is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Antoine Harris:

The guide with title Baptism in the Early Church: History, Theology, and Liturgy in the First Five Centuries
has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of
book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Janelle Garrity:

Beside that Baptism in the Early Church: History, Theology, and Liturgy in the First Five Centuries in your
phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Baptism in the Early Church: History, Theology, and
Liturgy in the First Five Centuries because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from now!
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