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European intellectuals of the 1950s dismissed American culture as nothing more than cowboy movies and
the A-bomb. In response, American cultural diplomats tried to show that the United States had something to
offer beyond military might and commercial exploitation. Through literary magazines, traveling art exhibits,
touring musical shows, radio programs, book translations, and conferences, they deployed the revolutionary
aesthetics of modernism to prove?particularly to the leftists whose Cold War loyalties they hoped to
secure?that American art and literature were aesthetically rich and culturally significant.

Y et by repurposing modernism, American diplomats and cultural authorities turned the avant-garde into the
establishment. They remade the once revolutionary movement into a content-free collection of artistic
techniques and styles suitable for middlebrow consumption. Cold War Moder nists documents how the CIA,
the State Department, and private cultural diplomats transformed modernist art and literature into pro-
Western propaganda during the first decade of the Cold War. Drawing on interviews, previously unknown
archival materials, and the stories of such figures and institutions as William Faulkner, Stephen Spender,
Irving Kristol, James Laughlin, and Voice of America, Barnhisel reveals how the U.S. government
reconfigured modernism as atrans-Atlantic movement, ajoint endeavor between American and European
artists, with profound implications for the art that followed and for the character of American identity.
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From reader reviews:
Gregory Kim:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Cold War
Modernists: Art, Literature, and American Cultural Diplomacy your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get previous to. The Cold War Modernists: Art, Literature, and American Cultura
Diplomacy giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts
for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Elmer Daooley:

This Cold War Modernists: Art, Literature, and American Cultural Diplomacy is great publication for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who else aways deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can claim
no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Cold War Modernists: Art, Literature, and American Cultural Diplomacy in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So, thisis certainly good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Erik Hilyard:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Cold War Modernists: Art, Literature, and American Cultural Diplomacy will
give you new experience in reading through a book.

Della McDonald:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we would like. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year had been exactly added. This guide Cold War Modernists: Art, Literature, and American Cultural
Diplomacy was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
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research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit of abook, you can feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike at this point, many waysto get
book that you just wanted.
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