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After many years in Asia, Marco Polo wrote one of the most influential books of the past millennium. No
mere travel account, Polo's Book is a work that played a key role in the development of European overseas
expansion. In this engaging and authoritative book, historian John Larner explores for the first time the full
range and influence of Polo's Book on the history of geography and exploration. Larner assesses the findings
of modern scholarship and offers an original account of Marco Polo and his family, of how and why the
Book came into being, and of its reception over the centuries. Beginning with a discussion of the extent of
European knowledge of Asia early in the thirteenth century, Larner considers what is known about Marco
Polo's life and the composition of his text. He examines the Book's scope and sources (vindicating its author
from recent claims that he never visited China), as well as the nature of Polo's cooperation with his co-author
Rustichello da Pisa. He traces the manuscript forms and translations of the Book in the Middle Ages, its
influence on modern cartographers, its fortunes in the climate of fifteenth-century Humanism, the possible
extent of its encouragement of Columbus, and its later evolution into such new guises as the object of
historical scholarship and exotic curiosity. Finally, Larner provides a fresh view of the enigmatic Marco Polo
who, despite a deliberate cultivation of impersonality, continues today to engage the attention of readers.
John Larner is Professor Emeritus in History and Professorial Research Fellow of Glasgow University. His
previous books include 'The Lords of Romagna: Culture and Society in Italy, 1290-1420' and 'Italy in the
Age of Dante and Petrarch'.
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From reader reviews:

Joanna Weekley:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Marco Polo and the Discovery of the World is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Lillian Carlucci:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Marco Polo and the Discovery of the World your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get previous to. The Marco Polo and the Discovery of the World giving you a different experience
more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let
us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Ronald Stallings:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Marco Polo and the
Discovery of the World that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all
of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you can pick Marco Polo and the Discovery of the World become your current starter.

Marni Johnson:

Beside this Marco Polo and the Discovery of the World in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer
to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven
so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Marco
Polo and the Discovery of the World because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
often have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from now!
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