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After his remarkable eight-second ride at the 1996 Indian National Finals Rodeo, an elated American Indian
world champion bullrider from Pine Ridge, South Dakota, threw his cowboy hat in the air. Everyone in the
almost exclusively Indian audience erupted in applause. Over the course of the twentieth century, rodeos
have joined tribal fairs and powwows as events where American Indians gather to celebrate community and
equestrian competition. In Riding Buffaloes and Broncos, Allison Fuss Mellis reveals how northern Plains
Indians have used rodeo to strengthen tribal and intertribal ties and Native solidarity.

In the late nineteenth century, Indian agents outlawed most traditional Native gatherings but allowed rodeo,
which they viewed as a means to assimilate Indians into white culture. Mistakenly, they treated rodeo as
nothing more than a demonstration of ranching skills. Yet through selective adaptation, northern Plains
horsemen and audiences used rodeo to sidestep federally sanctioned acculturation. Rodeo now enabled
Indians to reinforce their commitment to the very Native values--a reverence for horses, family, community,
generosity, and competition--that federal agencies sought to destroy.

Mellis has mined archival sources and interviewed American Indian rodeo participants and spectators
throughout the northern Great Plains, Southwest, and Canada, including Crow, Northern Cheyenne, and
Lakota reservations. The book features numerous photographs of Indian rodeos from the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries and maps illustrating the all-Indian rodeo circuit in the United States and Canada.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Cardwell:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Riding Buffaloes and Broncos: Rodeo and
Native Traditions in the Northern Great Plains book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Sandra Conaway:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Riding
Buffaloes and Broncos: Rodeo and Native Traditions in the Northern Great Plains, you are able to tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
e-book.

Marlin Peterson:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Riding Buffaloes and Broncos: Rodeo and Native
Traditions in the Northern Great Plains can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Jacqueline Morrison:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book and also novel and Riding Buffaloes and Broncos: Rodeo and Native
Traditions in the Northern Great Plains or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Riding Buffaloes and Broncos: Rodeo and Native Traditions in the
Northern Great Plains to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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