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They charmed some of Europe’s most illustrious men, honing their social skills as well as their sexual ones,
and accumulating wealth, fame, and power along the way. Unlike their geisha counterparts, courtesans didn't
lived in brothels or bend their wills to suit their suitors. They were the muses who enflamed the hearts of our
most celebrated artists--Raphael, Manet, Dumas, and Proust, to name just a few--as well as becoming artists
in their own right. Offering the first comprehensive tour of their worlds, Susan Griffins celebrates these first
feminists and hails their virtues: Timing, Beauty, Cheek, Brilliance, Gaiety, Grace, and Charm.

From Veronica Franco, who graced the palazzos of sixteenth-century Venice, and Madame de Pompadour,
the arbiter of all things fashionable at Versailles during the reign of Lous XV, to La Belle Otero of the grand
boulevards of Paris in the Gay Nineties and Marion Davies, who took Hollywood by storm in the 1920's and
1930's, The Book of the Courtesans enticingly illustrates the intricacies of their lavish lifestyles and
incredible life stories. Fascinating true tales and enlightening snippets from courtesans' memoirs further
reveal how these cunning women seized their opportunity to become the West's first liberators, free to
choose their own lovers and command remarkable respect.

Delving into his scintillating world, The Book of the Courtesans is an impeccably researched, beautifully
crafted portrait of some of the most intriguing figures in women's history.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

This The Book of the Courtesans: A Catalogue of Their Virtues book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
will get. This The Book of the Courtesans: A Catalogue of Their Virtues without we comprehend teach the
one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry The Book of the
Courtesans: A Catalogue of Their Virtues can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Book of the
Courtesans: A Catalogue of Their Virtues having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not experience uninterested in reading.

Concepcion Maldonado:

This The Book of the Courtesans: A Catalogue of Their Virtues is great reserve for you because the content
that is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The
Book of the Courtesans: A Catalogue of Their Virtues in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen
moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do
you still doubt in which?

Arthur Bennett:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Book of the Courtesans:
A Catalogue of Their Virtues which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Amado Elam:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
known as of book The Book of the Courtesans: A Catalogue of Their Virtues. You can add your knowledge
by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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