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This book tells the story of the Dönme, the descendents of Jews who resided in the Ottoman Empire and
converted to Islam along with their messiah, Rabbi Shabbatai Tzevi, in the seventeenth century. For two
centuries following their conversion, the Dönme were accepted as Muslims, and by the end of the nineteenth
century rose to the top of Salonikan society. The Dönme helped transform Salonika into a cosmopolitan city,
promoting the newest innovation in trade and finance, urban reform, and modern education. They eventually
became the driving force behind the 1908 revolution that led to the overthrow of the Ottoman sultan and the
establishment of a secular republic.

To their proponents, the Dönme are enlightened secularists and Turkish nationalists who fought against the
dark forces of superstition and religious obscurantism. To their opponents, they were simply crypto-Jews
engaged in a plot to dissolve the Islamic empire. Both points of view assume the Dönme were anti-religious,
whether couched as critique or praise.

But it is time that we take these religious people seriously on their own terms. In the Ottoman Empire, the
Dönme promoted morality, ethics, spirituality, and a syncretistic religion that reflected their origins at the
intersection of Jewish Kabbalah and Islamic Sufism. This is the first book to tell their story, from their
origins to their near total dissolution as they became secular Turks in the mid-twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Matt:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Dönme: Jewish Converts,
Muslim Revolutionaries, and Secular Turks is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Margie Turner:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Dönme: Jewish Converts, Muslim Revolutionaries, and
Secular Turks as the daily resource information.

Leslie Heidelberg:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The Dönme: Jewish Converts, Muslim
Revolutionaries, and Secular Turks.

Elena Sparrow:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the The Dönme: Jewish Converts, Muslim Revolutionaries, and Secular Turks when you essential it?
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