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Beginning in 1912, Defiant Spirits traces the artistic development of Tom Thomson and the future members
of the Group of Seven, Franklin Carmichael, Lawren Harris, A. Y. Jackson, Franz Johnston, Arthur Lismer,
J. E. H. MacDonald, and Frederick Varley, over a dozen years in Canadian history. Working in an eclectic
and sometimes controversial blend of modernist styles, they produced what an English critic celebrated in
the 1920s as the “most vital group of paintings” of the 20th century. Inspired by Cézanne, Van Gogh and
other modernist artists, they tried to interpret the Ontario landscape in light of the strategies of the
international avant-garde. Based after 1914 in the purpose-built Studio Building for Canadian Art, the young
artists embarked on what Lawren Harris called “an all-engrossing adventure”: travelling north into the
anadian Shield and forging a style of painting appropriate to what they regarded as the unique features of
Canada’s northern landscape.

Sumptuously illustrated, rigorously researched and drawn from archival documents and letters, Defiant
Spirits constitutes a “group biography,” reconstructing the men’s aspirations, frustrations and achievements.
It details not only the lives of Tom Thomson and the members of the Group of Seven but also the political
and social history of Canada during a time when art exhibitions were venues for debates about Canadian
national identity and cultural worth.
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From reader reviews:

Stella Carpenter:

In other case, little folks like to read book Defiant Spirits: The Modernist Revolution of the Group of Seven.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new
book Defiant Spirits: The Modernist Revolution of the Group of Seven. You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget.
It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Patricia Hooper:

This Defiant Spirits: The Modernist Revolution of the Group of Seven tend to be reliable for you who want
to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Defiant Spirits: The Modernist
Revolution of the Group of Seven can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Defiant Spirits: The Modernist Revolution of the Group of Seven
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Daniel Caudle:

Precisely why? Because this Defiant Spirits: The Modernist Revolution of the Group of Seven is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to
the book store hurriedly.

Daniel Watkins:

This Defiant Spirits: The Modernist Revolution of the Group of Seven is great e-book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Defiant Spirits: The Modernist Revolution of the Group of Seven in your hand like having the world in your
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arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or
fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt that?
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