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Civil disobedience is conduct that obliges us to think about our obligation to obey the law -- about the
ground of that obligation, and the force of it. This book is a philosophical exploration of all aspects of civil
disobedience, and an inquiry into the circumstancesin which it is, or is not, moraly justifiable. The first
several chapters present a preliminary conceptua analysis: what civil disobedienceis, and is not, and its
kinds -- moral and political, direct and indirect. The book is rich with detailed accounts of actual cases of
civil disobedience -- from recent history and aso from classical history -- some with lengthy citations from
the documents in which they are reported. The fourth chapter concerns the punishment of civil disobedience;
whether, and with what degree of severity, it isrightly punished. The fifth chapter addresses the most
controversial aspect of civil disobedience: how it might be justified. It is plainly a mistake to suppose that all
civil disobedience isjustified, for the fact that a protest is conscientious does not make it right. Neither isit
correct to say that civil disobedienceis never justified, for the laws of the state may be cruel and obedience
to them may be morally intolerable. The justification, or attempted justification of civil disobedience may
involve aresort to some higher law, or may be tactical or utilitarian; the various forms of justification, as
applied to the different kinds of deliberate disobedience, are analyzed and appraised. The sixth chapter sets
forth seven philosophical arguments against civil disobedience, and examines the replies that may be given
to each of them: 1) That civil disobedience implies contempt for the law; 2) That civil disobedience supposes
the primacy of selfish interests; 3) That civil disobedients take the law into their own hands; 4) That civil
disobedience undermines respect for the law; 5) That civil disobedience is self-defeating; 6) That
disobedience cannot be justified when lawful channels remain open. 7) That civil disobedience subverts the
democratic process. The question throughout is this: under what circumstances might one or another of these
arguments succeed? Examining the counter-arguments leads to the conclusion that in fact those critical
arguments do not succeed for the most part. The final chapters of the book explore the complicated relations
between civil disobedience and the freedom of speech, and also the relations between civil disobedience and
the Nuremberg Judgments. The book is not designed as a defense of those who knowingly break the law.
Neither isit an attack upon those who conscientiously act in non-violent ways that are provocative,
dangerous and at times self-sacrificial. Civil disobedienceis an act of protest, deliberately unlawful,
conscientiously and publicly performed. Some such acts are morally justifiable, and some are not. But every
thoughtful instance of civil disobedience obliges usto confront some moral issue we might otherwise
overlook or evade. This study of civil disobedienceis an exploration of the moral principles that rightly
govern the relations between citizens and their community.
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From reader reviews:
Martha Albarado:

The experience that you get from Civil Disobedience: Conscience, Tactics, and the Law (University of
Michigan Faculty Reprints) may be the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Civil
Disobedience: Conscience, Tactics, and the Law (University of Michigan Faculty Reprints) giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by
anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Civil Disobedience: Conscience, Tactics, and the
Law (University of Michigan Faculty Reprints) instantly.

Maria Casillas;

The book untitled Civil Disobedience: Conscience, Tactics, and the Law (University of Michigan Faculty
Reprints) is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content
that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did alot of study when write the book, so the information that they share for you
is absolutely accurate. Y ou also might get the e-book of Civil Disobedience: Conscience, Tactics, and the
Law (University of Michigan Faculty Reprints) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Daniel Slater:

The book Civil Disobedience: Conscience, Tactics, and the Law (University of Michigan Faculty Reprints)
has alot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of profit. The book was
written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Pedro Murray:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Civil Disobedience: Conscience,
Tactics, and the Law (University of Michigan Faculty Reprints) is simple to bring you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train aswell as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart
phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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