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Commerce meets conquest in this swashbuckling story of the six merchant-adventurers who built the modern
world

It was an era when monopoly trading companies were the unofficial agents of European expansion,
controlling vast numbers of people and huge tracts of land, and taking on governmental and military
functions. They managed their territories as business interests, treating their subjects as employees,
customers, or competitors. The leaders of these trading enterprises exercised virtually unaccountable,
dictatorial political power over millions of people.

The merchant kings of the Age of Heroic Commerce were a rogue's gallery of larger-than-life men who, for a
couple hundred years, expanded their far-flung commercial enterprises over a sizable portion of the world.
They include Jan Pieterszoon Coen, the violent and autocratic pioneer of the Dutch East India Company;
Peter Stuyvesant, the one-legged governor of the Dutch West India Company, whose narrow-minded
approach lost Manhattan to the British; Robert Clive, who rose from company clerk to become head of the
British East India Company and one of the wealthiest men in Britain; Alexandr Baranov of the Russian
American Company; Cecil Rhodes, founder of De Beers and Rhodesia; and George Simpson, the "Little
Emperor" of the Hudson's Bay Company, who was chauffeured about his vast fur domain in a giant canoe,
exhorting his voyageurs to paddle harder so he could set speed records.
Merchant Kings looks at the rise and fall of company rule in the centuries before colonialism, when nations
belatedly assumed responsibility for their commercial enterprises. A blend of biography, corporate history,
and colonial history, this book offers a panoramic, new perspective on the enormous cultural, political, and
social legacies, good and bad, of this first period of unfettered globalization.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Hill:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could
be taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Merchant Kings: When Companies Ruled the
World, 1600--1900 as your daily resource information.

Emil Townsend:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Merchant Kings: When Companies
Ruled the World, 1600--1900 is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Robert Polk:

This Merchant Kings: When Companies Ruled the World, 1600--1900 is fresh way for you who has
fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Merchant
Kings: When Companies Ruled the World, 1600--1900 can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-
book type for your better life and knowledge.

Wanda Pence:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually Merchant Kings: When Companies Ruled the World, 1600--1900.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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