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Ever wonder what going on the wagon has to do with drinking? Why does extreme behavior take the cake?
And did Americans' pocket change ever really include wooden nickels? Many of our most intriguing
expressions grew out of once-familiar bits of American culture, the roots of which are now obscure.
Respected linguist Rosemarie Ostler demystifies over 150 of these colorful homegrown figures of speech.
She traces each saying from its first known appearance in print to its place in modern English, uncovering a
host of cultural and historical tidbits along the way.

Homegrown metaphors sprang up on American soil almost as fast as the colonists' first bean crop. Just as
they learned new farming skills and adjusted to an unfamiliar diet, they shaped their language to fit their new
situation. Expressions like to play possum and bury the hatchet are uniquely American — they would hardly
have made sense in the old country, where possums didn’t exist and where hatchets were used only for
splitting firewood. Ostler explains the rich history of figures of speech that grew out of the landscape and
culture of North America

Much more than alist of phrases and definitions, Let’s Talk Turkey isalively and enjoyable exploration of
how Americans developed their own inimitable style of speech. Expressions are arranged by cultural
categories. These include some of our most bountiful sources for metaphor — the great outdoors, business,
entertainment, politics, cops and robbers, food and drink, and doing chores. The thoroughly researched
entries reveal the latest etymological discoveries, along with charming and illustrative quotes.

This entertaining, amusing, and very informative reference book is sure to captivate language lovers of all
ages, as well as anyone fascinated with the byways and back roads of American lore.
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From reader reviews:
Vincent Baker:

The book Let's Talk Turkey: The Stories Behind America's Favorite Expressions make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book
Let's Talk Turkey: The Stories Behind America's Favorite Expressions to be your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like available and read a book Let's Talk Turkey: The Stories Behind
America's Favorite Expressions. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other people. So, how do you think about this reserve?

Darius Cramer:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erathat is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the praoblems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Let's Talk Turkey:
The Stories Behind America's Favorite Expressions is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Rita Merritt:

The book untitled Let's Talk Turkey: The Stories Behind America's Favorite Expressionsis the guide that
recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer
was did alot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of Let's Talk Turkey: The Stories Behind Americas Favorite
Expressions from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy freetime.

Anthony Lainez:

Y ou could spend your free time you just read this book this book. ThisLet's Talk Turkey: The Stories
Behind Americas Favorite Expressions is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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