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In 1847, at the first meeting of the American Medical Association, the newly elected president reminded his
brethren that the profession, "once venerated," no longer earned homage "spontaneously and universally."
The medical marketplace was crowded and competitive; state laws regulating medical practice had been
repealed; and professional practitioners were often branded by their lay competitors as aristocrats bent on
establishing a health care monopoly. By 1900, the battles were over, and, as the president of AMA had
hoped, doctors were now widely venerated as men of profound science, elegant literature, polite
accomplishments, and virtue. In fact, by 1900 the doctor had replaced the minister as the most esteemed
professional in the United States; disease loomed larger than damnation; and science promised to manage the
discord, differences, and excesses that democracy seemed to license.

In Profound Science and Elegant Literature, Stephanie Browner charts this trajectory—and demonstrates at
the same time that medicine's claims to somatic expertise and managerial talent did not go uncontested. Even
as elite physicians founded institutions that made professional medicine's authority visible and legitimate,
many others worried about the violence that might attend medicine's drive to mastery and science's equation
of rational disinterest with white, educated masculinity. Reading fiction by a wide range of authors beside
and against medical texts, Browner looks to the ways in which writers such as Hawthorne, Melville, Holmes,
James, Chesnutt, and Jewett inventoried the collateral damage that might be done as science installed its
peculiar understanding of the body.

A work of impressive interdisciplinary reach, Profound Science and Elegant Literature documents both the
extraordinary rise of professional medicine in the United States and the aesthetic imperative to make the
body meaningful that led many American writers to resist the medicalized body.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Hendrix:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this Profound Science and
Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctors in Nineteenth-Century America book as basic and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Kevin Mabry:

Profound Science and Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctors in Nineteenth-Century America can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Profound Science and Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctors in Nineteenth-Century
America but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage
of crucial imagining.

Keith Kuhlman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Profound Science and Elegant Literature:
Imagining Doctors in Nineteenth-Century America publication written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then
you still doubt Profound Science and Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctors in Nineteenth-Century America
as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Kimberly Moore:

You can obtain this Profound Science and Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctors in Nineteenth-Century
America by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written
or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
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knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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