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This book addresses several dimensions of the transformation of English Nonconformity over the course of
an important century in its history. It begins with the question of education for ministry, considering the
activities undertaken by four major evangelical traditions (Congregationalist, Baptist, Methodist, and
Presbyterian) to establish theological colleges for this purpose, and then takes up the complex three-way
relationship of ministry/churches/colleges that evolved from these activities. As author Dale Johnson
illustrates, this evolution came to have significant implications for the Nonconformist engagement with its
message and with the culture at large. These implications are investigated in chapters on the changing
perception or understanding of ministry itself, religious authority, theological questions (such as the
doctrines of God and the atonement), and religious identity.

In Johnson's exploration of these issues, conversations about these topics are located primarily in addresses
at denominational meetings, conferences that took up specific questions, and representative religious and
theological publications of the day that participated in key debates or advocated contentious positions. While
attending to some important denominational differences, The Changing Shape of English Nonconformity,
1825-1925 focuses on the representative discussion of these topics across the whole spectrum of evangelical
Nonconformity rather than on specific denominational traditions.

Johnson maintains that too many interpretations of nineteenth-century Nonconformity, especially those that
deal with aspects of the theological discussion within these traditions, have tended to depict such
developments as occasions of decline from earlier phases of evangelical vitality and appeal. This book
instead argues that it is more appropriate to assess these Nonconformist developments as a collective,
necessary, and deeply serious effort to come to terms with modernity and, further, to retain a responsible
understanding of what it meant to be evangelical. It also shows these developments to be part of a larger
schema through which Nonconformity assumed a more prominent place in the English culture of the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Fabiola Stewart:

This The Changing Shape of English Nonconformity, 1825-1925 usually are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The Changing Shape of English Nonconformity,
1825-1925 can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book
is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that
this The Changing Shape of English Nonconformity, 1825-1925 giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Tammy Pursell:

Precisely why? Because this The Changing Shape of English Nonconformity, 1825-1925 is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing
book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Christopher Gaul:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be The Changing Shape of English Nonconformity, 1825-1925
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Earl Quintana:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. That The Changing Shape of English Nonconformity, 1825-1925 can give
you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make
you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Changing Shape of English
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