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When the pioneering Taiwanese novelist Qiu Miaojin committed suicide in 1995 at age twenty-six, she left
behind her unpublished masterpiece, Last Words from Montmartre. Unfolding through a series of letters
written by an unnamed narrator, Last Words tells the story of a passionate relationship between two young
women—their sexual awakening, their gradual breakup, and the devastating aftermath of their broken love.
In a style that veers between extremes, from self-deprecation to pathos, compulsive repetition to rhapsodic
musings, reticence to vulnerability, Qiu’s genre-bending novel is at once a psychological thriller, a sublime
romance, and the author’s own suicide note.

The letters (which, Qiu tells us, can be read in any order) leap between Paris, Taipei, and Tokyo. They
display wrenching insights into what it means to live between cultures, languages, and genders—until the
genderless character Zoë appears, and the narrator’s spiritual and physical identity is transformed. As
powerfully raw and transcendent as Mishima’s Confessions of a Mask, Goethe’s The Sorrows of Young
Werther, and Theresa Cha’s Dictée, to name but a few, Last Words from Montmartre proves Qiu Miaojin to
be one of the finest experimentalists and modernist Chinese-language writers of our generation.
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From reader reviews:

Fred Polak:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Last Words from
Montmartre (New York Review Books Classics) book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Debra Riggs:

The experience that you get from Last Words from Montmartre (New York Review Books Classics) will be
the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Last Words from Montmartre (New
York Review Books Classics) giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having
this kind of Last Words from Montmartre (New York Review Books Classics) instantly.

Michelle Labat:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Last Words from Montmartre (New York Review Books Classics) your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get before. The Last Words from Montmartre (New York Review Books Classics)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for
your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind
are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Douglas Gibson:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on
the bed? Do you need something new? This Last Words from Montmartre (New York Review Books
Classics) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than
the others?
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