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American public schools often censor controversial student speech that the Constitution protects. Lessons in
Censorship brings clarity to a bewildering array of court rulings that define the speech rights of young
citizens in the school setting. Catherine J. Ross examines disputes that have erupted in our schools and courts
over the civil rights movement, war and peace, rights for LGBTs, abortion, immigration, evangelical
proselytizing, and the Confederate flag. She argues that the failure of schools to respect civil liberties betrays
their educational mission and threatens democracy.

From the 1940s through the Warren years, the Supreme Court celebrated free expression and emphasized the
role of schools in cultivating liberty. But the Burger, Rehnquist, and Roberts courts retreated from that
vision, curtailing certain categories of student speech in the name of order and authority. Drawing on
hundreds of lower court decisions, Ross shows how some judges either misunderstand the law or decline to
rein in censorship that is clearly unconstitutional, and she powerfully demonstrates the continuing vitality of
the Supreme Court’s initial affirmation of students’ expressive rights. Placing these battles in their social and
historical context, Ross introduces us to the young protesters, journalists, and artists at the center of these
stories.

Lessons in Censorship highlights the troubling and growing tendency of schools to clamp down on off-
campus speech such as texting and sexting and reveals how well-intentioned measures to counter verbal
bullying and hate speech may impinge on free speech. Throughout, Ross proposes ways to protect free
expression without disrupting education.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Elder:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Lessons in Censorship: How Schools and
Courts Subvert Students' First Amendment Rights.

Cindy Martin:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you
have read is usually Lessons in Censorship: How Schools and Courts Subvert Students' First Amendment
Rights.

Michael Trejo:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Lessons in Censorship: How
Schools and Courts Subvert Students' First Amendment Rights which is finding the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's see.

Kirsten Ferguson:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books
in the top checklist in your reading list will be Lessons in Censorship: How Schools and Courts Subvert
Students' First Amendment Rights. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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