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One of the first women's organizations to "mask" in a Mardi Gras parade, the "Million Dollar Baby Dolls"
redefined the New Orleans carnival tradition. Tracing their origins from Storyville brothels and dance halls
to their re-emergence in post-Katrina New Orleans, author Kim Vaz uncovers the fascinating history of the
"raddy-walking, shake-dancing, cigar-smoking, money-flinging" ladies that strutted their way into a
predominantly male establishment. The Baby Dolls formed around 1912 as an organization for African
American women who used their profits from working in New Orleans's red-light district to compete with
other black women in their profession on Mardi Gras. Part of this competition involved the tradition of
masking in which carnival groups create a collective identity through costuming. Their baby doll
costumes?short satin dresses, stockings with garters, and bonnets?set against their bold and provocative
public behavior not only exploited stereotypes but also empowered and made visible an otherwise
marginalized demographic of women. In addition to their subversive presence at Mardi Gras, the Baby Dolls
helped shape the sound of jazz in the city. The Baby Dolls often worked in and patronized dance halls and
honky-tonks, where they introduced new dance steps and challenged house musicians to keep up the beat.
The entrepreneurial Baby Dolls also sponsored dances with live jazz bands, effectively underwriting the
advancement of an art form now inseparable from New Orleans's identity. Over time, the Baby Doll's
members diverged as different neighborhoods adopted the tradition. Groups such as the Golden Slipper Club,
the Gold Diggers, the Rosebud Social and Pleasure Club, and the Satin Sinners stirred the creative
imagination of middle-class Black women and men across New Orleans, from the downtown Tremé area to
the uptown community of Mahalia Jackson. Vaz follows the Baby Doll phenomenon through one hundred
years of photos, articles, and interviews to conclude with the birth of contemporary groups such as the
modern day Antoinette K-Doe's Ernie K-Doe Baby Dolls, the New Orleans Society of Dance's Baby Doll
Ladies, and the Tremé Million Dollar Baby Dolls. Her book celebrates these organizations' crucial
contribution to Louisiana's cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Shane Bodine:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The 'Baby Dolls': Breaking the
Race and Gender Barriers of the New Orleans Mardi Gras Tradition is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Samuel Lashley:

The 'Baby Dolls': Breaking the Race and Gender Barriers of the New Orleans Mardi Gras Tradition can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve
has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing The 'Baby Dolls': Breaking the Race and Gender Barriers of the New
Orleans Mardi Gras Tradition although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Shannon Palmer:

This The 'Baby Dolls': Breaking the Race and Gender Barriers of the New Orleans Mardi Gras Tradition is
great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great
organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can
have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The 'Baby Dolls': Breaking the Race and Gender Barriers of the
New Orleans Mardi Gras Tradition in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this
publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
in which?

Loretta Jones:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually The 'Baby Dolls': Breaking the Race and Gender
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Barriers of the New Orleans Mardi Gras Tradition. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you
can get many advantages.
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