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Has the Americanization of American Catholics-their cultural assimilation, that is-been a blessing or a curse
for the Church in the United States? Or has it been a bit of both?

In American Church Russell Shaw takes a searching look at that question and reaches a disturbing
conclusion. Cultural assimilation, which was ardently championed by churchmen like the great Cardinal
James Gibbons of Baltimore around the turn of the last century, has undoubtedly conferred many benefits on
Catholics. Their absorption into the secular culture of America, however, now threatens the Catholic identity
of millions of faithful and of their institutions, such as schools, universities, and hospitals.

Shaw does not offer this conclusion as an unsupported generalization. American Church is a richly
documented analysis of a process extending over two centuries. Colorful characters and dramatic incidents
abound, including the nineteenth-century intellectual feud between Father Orestes Brownson and the
Transcendentalist convert to Catholicism Isaac Hecker, Pope Leo XIII's condemnation of Americanism, the
anti-Catholicism that greeted the presidential campaigns of Al Smith and John F. Kennedy, and the
numerous intra-Church conflicts that have divided American Catholics since the Second Vatican Council.

In concluding his study, Shaw offers a number of thought-provoking suggestions about what the Church in
America needs to do now in the face of an ongoing decline that is sapping its strength and may threaten its
very survival.
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From reader reviews:

Flora Young:

The book American Church: The Remarkable Rise, Meteoric Fall, and Uncertain Future of Catholicism in
America give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject.
If you can make studying a book American Church: The Remarkable Rise, Meteoric Fall, and Uncertain
Future of Catholicism in America to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like open up and read a guide American Church: The Remarkable Rise, Meteoric Fall, and Uncertain Future
of Catholicism in America. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Ethel Orr:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This American Church: The Remarkable Rise, Meteoric Fall, and Uncertain
Future of Catholicism in America book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You
will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding American Church: The Remarkable Rise,
Meteoric Fall, and Uncertain Future of Catholicism in America content conveys objective easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different available as it. So , do you still thinking American Church: The Remarkable Rise, Meteoric Fall,
and Uncertain Future of Catholicism in America is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Gregory Kile:

The book American Church: The Remarkable Rise, Meteoric Fall, and Uncertain Future of Catholicism in
America will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book
American Church: The Remarkable Rise, Meteoric Fall, and Uncertain Future of Catholicism in America is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.

Henry Rodriguez:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This American Church: The Remarkable Rise, Meteoric Fall, and
Uncertain Future of Catholicism in America can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this
one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend
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doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have
American Church: The Remarkable Rise, Meteoric Fall, and Uncertain Future of Catholicism in America.
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