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Drawing on extensive ethnographic fieldwork in Cambodia, Erik W. Davis radically recasts attitudes toward
the nature of Southeast Asian Buddhism's interactions with local religious practice and, by extension,
reorients our understanding of Buddhism itself. Through a vivid study of contemporary Cambodian Buddhist
funeral rites, he reveals the powerfully integrative role monks play as they care for the dead and negotiate the
interplay of non-Buddhist spirits and formal Buddhist customs.

Buddhist monks perform funeral rituals rooted in the embodied practices of Khmer rice farmers and the
social hierarchies of Khmer culture. The monks' realization of death underwrites key components of the
Cambodian social imagination: the distinction between wild death and celibate life, the forest and the field,
and moral and immoral forms of power. By connecting the performative aspects of Buddhist death rituals to
Cambodian history and everyday life, Davis undermines the theory that elite Buddhist monks universally
oppose rural belief systems. Instead, he shows Cambodian Buddhism to be a robust tradition with ethical and
popular components extending throughout Khmer society.
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From reader reviews:

David Butler:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual
Imagination in Cambodia. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

James Kline:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual
Imagination in Cambodia is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Janet Kline:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual Imagination in Cambodia, you could tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Amy Smith:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This reserve Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual Imagination in Cambodia
was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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